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Press Statement 
By: Rolfe Commissiong, JP 
 
Good day Bermuda, 
 
With this press statement I will cover the issues over the last few weeks that have been of keen interest 
to many, and the matter of my resignation letter and its public dissemination in particular. 
 
After withstanding countless attacks on my person, mostly by people anonymously I have decided to 
come forward to provide my side of the case as to the allegations and claims that have been made 
about me. In an article on Huffington Post written by Ralinda Harvey Smith about the ills of social media 
the writer wrote the following to a friend:  “social media just doesn’t make me feel good “    to which 
the her friend replied  “Yeah it’s so toxic”. 
 
Clearly, the above quotes reminded me of the ways in which social media revolving around Facebook 
and other online sites have been weaponized and even monetized. In my case social media was 
weaponized to promote half-truths, innuendos, outright lies, woeful mischaracterization’s and just plain 
run of the mill gossip which in Bermuda has become our real national sport.  
 
How many defamatory posts during this feeding frenzy over the last few weeks were able to  migrate 

from the poisoned pen or keyboard by persons both anonymously and those who posted under their 

own names – who were  seeking to demonize me and harm those close to me? And this was done with 

relish by political opponents on both sides of the aisle including by a certain PLP M.P.. This former 

colleague in a very passive aggressive way during the height of the public lynching of me posted on 

social media that “…misogyny has no place in the house of Dame Lois”. These comments were also 

picked up by the Royal Gazette and published alongside those of an advocacy group. I can only surmise 

based upon my experience in the caucus and party that he did so with the full approval of the Premier as 

a means of providing added fuel to justify the growing calls in some quarters for my resignation.   

I pose the following questions.  Is giving a woman a compliment due to a recent weight loss an example 

of sexual harassment? Or asking a constituent if she was married was another example of the same 

thing as was recently posted by someone on FB? Or does flirting with someone twenty years ago 

constitute another example? Does it serve any of us to essentially dumb down a very serious issue? Too 

many of these stories are nothing more than tales made out of whole cloth that some have 

characterized as a very public lynching. 

Firstly, let me say once more that I made a woeful mistake. I did so by exercising bad judgment in 
making an inappropriate comment to a female staffer in a professional environment roughly two years 
ago on the phone, who in retrospect did not deserve to be put in such a position by me or anyone else. 
As previously noted, this matter was amicably resolved between the two adult parties through 
mediation, culminating with a full written apology from me. This was an apology that the female staffer 
willingly accepted and with which I was informed by two high ranking officers of the House of Assembly, 
she was quite content with.  
 



Unfortunately, this private and highly confidential matter that was handled properly as to policy, code 
and procedure, was deliberately leaked to the general public by those who sought, on both sides of the 
political divide, to use it for purely political and selfish purposes, including the aforementioned advocacy 
group. I am now also convinced that the Premier would have had to have known about this as it was 
unfolding in the House of Assembly as the former government whip was intimately involved in the 
process.  These detractors all weaponized this disclosure for their own specific agendas without regard 
nor respect for, the wishes of confidentiality expressed by the two parties involved. 
 
I remained and my family remained silent through it all, until today. 
 
But what I will say is that this ordeal has been a learning experience that I am keen to continue. I have 
been able already to get a better understanding of issues related to gender sensitivity and sexism. I was 
born in 1957 and I grew up in an environment pre 1980’s where a very different set of rules applied.  
This journey which I intend to continue with all humility, is one that I must continue not only for the 
sake of my own personal development but for the sake of, my  daughter and my two very  young 
granddaughters. 
 
Finally, with respect to the matter of my resignation letter, like many I was shocked with its public 
release on social media initially. In the words of a close friend who has worked extensively in the 
corporate and government world, “who does that, and why?”- In reference of its release by the Premier 
and government into the public domain.  These kind of comments were echoed throughout Bermuda 
and by some within the PLP party rank and file itself. 
 
To be clear, I am not here to assert that my resignation was avoidable. The white hot and very negative 
interest around this story would have made it extremely difficult to carry out my duties as a minister of 
the government.  No. That is not my intent here. I am speaking at this point solely to the unethical 
manner and intent, surrounding the letters publication. 
 
What many do not know is that the resignation letter itself was released without my consent by the 
Premier which as stated was unethical in my view.  It also speaks to a lack of honesty and forthrightness 
on his part.  For the record, neither did I write it and I was refused the ability to offer a crucial 
amendment to provide much needed context to what amounts to his statement to himself. 
 
So why did I sign it you may ask? I signed that letter under extreme duress and coercion. It was made 
crystal clear to me during our meeting that if I did not sign the letter in question I would receive no 
future consideration from the Premier or his government in any matter. In a small country as is 
Bermuda, where government looms large over so much of everyday life, the Premier’s threat was not a 
just a threat I could take lightly. But again, even after having signed it under those conditions should that 
letter have been made public in such a dishonorable and deceitful manner? What was done was 
orchestrated and intended, to willfully destroy me in every possible way imaginable, and by extension 
my family?  
 
Certainly, there is a lot more that I could say as it relates to the nature of my appointment and what 
factors went into my initial decision to not contest the nomination as the candidate for constituency 21.  
Indeed, there is much that could be said about the subsequent decision to appoint me to the Senate and 
Cabinet by the Premier, but I prefer to not speak to those matters at this time and in fact, may never do 
so. It might be that I will let “sleeping dogs lie”, in every sense of that phrase. We shall see.  
 



In closing, my adult life has been about redemption, courage and resiliency in the face of adversity. 
These are the lessons I have not forgotten.  
 
I have been a fighter by nature. I did not commit to this struggle for the sake of money, prestige, 
position or status. No, this struggle has been one for racial and economic justice for black Bermudians 
and this country’s working poor. While others have forsaken these values I have not. 
 
In order for us to create a more perfect union – to borrow a phrase – that must be its one indispensable 
and non-negotiable condition. 
 
In closing, I wish to thank from the bottom of my heart those of you, who have rallied around my wife 
and me during this very difficult time. But it’s precisely during times like this that one gets a real sense 
and appreciation of what true friendship is really all about. 
 
For that, and to them, I am eternally grateful…  
 
 
 
 


