
 

 

Dear System Leaders, 

Following advice from the Ministry of Health, the Department of Education and schools will be 

introducing at-home antigen testing for students and staff. 

Antigen testing is faster, more efficient and requires fewer resources, than saliva screening. At-home 

antigen testing can be done in the privacy of one’s home, and eliminates disruption to teaching and 

learning schedules in schools.   Similar programmes operate locally in private schools and internationally 

in public and private schools in the U.S. and U.K.  

 While many will welcome the move to at-home antigen testing, others may prefer saliva screening; 

however, at-home antigen testing is a more sustainable and cost-effective approach to continued 

screening testing.  It will also provide the opportunity for persons to be tested twice a week and gives 

immediate results. 

Prior to the full roll out of at-home antigen testing, the Department of Education is conducting a pilot 

programme involving selected schools, which were volunteered by their school leaders. The schools 

participating in the pilot programme are: 

·         St. Paul's Preschool 

·         Victor Scott Preschool 

·         Southampton Preschool 

·         Northlands Primary  

·         St. David's Primary  

·         Gilbert Institute  

·         Purvis Primary  

·         Somerset Primary  

·         Port Royal Primary  

·         Sandys Sec. Middle School 

·         Whitney Institute  

·         The Berkeley Institute  



The benefit of the pilot is to design and execute the testing programme across a smaller number of 

schools, and to obtain data and feedback to identify challenges and make improvements before the 

programme is rolled out across all schools.  This information will be used to help improve the design and 

delivery of the at-home antigen testing programme for the Bermuda Public School System. 

It is anticipated that at-home antigen testing for the pilot will start on Sunday January 16th, 2022, and 

continue for a 4-week period leading into the mid-term break.  School leaders of the pilot schools have 

provided feedback, and parents and staff of the pilot schools will be provided with information about 

the at-home antigen testing programme this week. The At-Home Antigen Testing Programme will also 

be presented and discussed for feedback with all school leaders. 

We will share this information with staff via the BPS Matters newsletter. 

Best regards, 

Commissioner Richards 

  

  

  

 

    Kalmar Richards 

Commissioner of Education 


