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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

12 February 2023 

 
 
As a follow up, the Minister of Home Affairs, Walter Roban today confirmed that Mr. Marico Thomas has 
been formally advised of the Planning Approval for his restaurant.  
 
The Minister said, “The Ministry of Home Affairs is extremely supportive of local businesses and 
entrepreneurs investing in Bermuda’s people and local economy.  
 
“Mr. Thomas’, passion for adding to Bermuda’s restaurant product and expanding opportunities for 
employment in the areas of hospitality is exactly what we aim to encourage.” 
 
A Ministry spokesperson confirmed that since the events of last Thursday, the Minister of Home Affairs 
has reviewed why there was a delay in Mr. Thomas receiving notification of the approval, and the 
Ministry has advised that the issue was due to an administrative backlog.  
 
Acknowledging that there were some challenges through this entire project, the Ministry stressed that 
any planning approval for any development, whether it be private or commercial is a process.  
 
The Ministry also stressed that the building in question is an historic D-Listed Building within the World 
Heritage Site which requires some sensitivity to ensure its preservation.  
 
All such developments require approval by the St. George's Preservation Society which is chaired by the 
Corporation of St. George’s.  
 
This also means that all such developments require a higher level of scrutiny and attention. This will add 
a lot more time to the process than a conventional building or project.  
 
Since August 2022, the Department of Planning has sought to work with Mr. Thomas to ensure that this 
development was a success.  
 
This included guiding him through the retroactive planning application process to retain the extractor 
fan. That application process took place from late October 2022 through to November 10, 2022, when 
Planning offered to allow a partial restaurant opening which would include the secondary kitchen, 
dining room, takeout facility and items that did not require using the unapproved Exhaust Fan.    
 
Subsequently, from November 14 through December 15, 2022, the development went through the 
Retroactive Application process, which was presented to the Development Advisory Board (DAB). 
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Ultimately the DAB refused the application in accordance with Section 20 (2A) of the Development and 
Planning Act which does not allow the DAB to approve retroactive applications.  
 
The Applicant appealed the decision around mid December, and following the formal review process by 
the Department of Planning, the Minister approved the Appeal on January 18.  
 
The Department of Planning was advised of the Minister’s decision and directed to prepare the 
Minister’s decision letter. Regrettably there was a delay in the formal notification. 
 
The Ministry laments that this matter has been the cause of frustration and stress for Mr. Thomas, 
however, hopes that the development can now move forward for the benefit of the community.  
 

-ENDS- 


