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Press Conference 
 

The Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney, JP MP 
Minister of Youth, Families and Sports 

 

Commission of Inquiry 
 

AB Place Media Room 

1:00 pm on Thursday 22nd September 2011 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

Good Afternoon, 

 

Members of the public will be aware that the Government made 

significant grant allocations to the Bermuda Football Association and the 

Bermuda Cricket Board, the respective governing bodies of Bermuda’s 

two national sports, over the last 6 to 7 years with the objective of 

improving the state of football and cricket in Bermuda. 

 

As the Minister responsible for Sports, I wish to announce today that I 

am establishing an independent Commission of Inquiry into Football and 

Cricket. The main purpose of the Commission will be to conduct an 

independent inquiry to review the financial standing of the Bermuda 

Football Association and the Bermuda Cricket Board, with emphasis on 

an examination of how the special grant funding allocated to these two 

National Sport Governing Bodies over the last 6 to 7 years was used in 
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respect of the continued development at all levels of the respective 

sports. Although the Inquiry is not a ‘public inquiry’, it is my intent to 

make the results of the Inquiry public, once I have received a report by 

the Commission. 

 

Government had originally pledged $15 million in special grant funding 

to the Bermuda Football Association over a five year period from 2007 

to 2012.  To date the BFA has received $9,250,000.00 in special grant 

funding, including $750,000 allocated for fiscal year 2011-2012. 

 

Between 2005 and this current fiscal year, the Bermuda Cricket Board 

has received special grant funding of $10,100,000.00.  This is in respect 

of a total pledge of $11 million over 5 years that Government originally 

made in 2005. 

 

Whilst it is expected that these funds have been well spent based on 

annual reports received by the Department of Youth, Sport and 

Recreation, it is still important to have an independent Commission 

assess and review how the funds were spent and to report back to the 

Minister. 

 

The Commission will be comprised of the following persons: Mr. 

William Madeiros (Chairperson); Mr. Donald Dane; Mr. Charlie 
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Marshall; Mr. Sean Tucker; Mrs. Sheila Brown; Mr. Clyde Best; and 

Mr. Jeffrey Richardson. 

 

The Commission shall also examine the extent to which the Bermuda 

Football Association and the Bermuda Cricket Board have used grant 

funding to address anti-social behaviours exhibited by athletes and 

spectators at sporting events sanctioned by each of these National Sport 

Governing Bodies. 

 

The Commission shall conduct its review over an 8 week period from 

today through November 21st 2011, and will report to the Minister 

shortly thereafter. 

 

I expect that the Commission will conduct its affairs promptly, and that 

their efforts will serve all stakeholders well, i.e. Government, the two 

National Sport Governing Bodies, and the whole of Bermuda. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Attachment – Commission of Inquiry Terms of Reference 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO FOOTBALL AND CRICKET 

 

 

Preamble 

 

The purpose of this document is to describe the terms of reference for a 

Commission of Inquiry into Football and Cricket, as established by the Minister of 

Youth, Families and Sports, Government of Bermuda in September 2011.  

 

1. Establishment 

 

1.1 There shall be an independent body known as the Commission of Inquiry 

into Football and Cricket (“The Commission”), established by the Minister 

of Youth, Families and Sports, the Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney, JP MP. 

1.2 The Commission shall have effect from September 22
nd

 2011 to November 

21
st

 2011. 

1.3 The Commission shall report directly to the Minister of Youth, Families and 

Sports and shall operate within the scope of these terms of reference. 

1.4 The Boardroom located on the 4
th

 Floor of the Dame Lois Browne Evans 

Building situated at 58 Court Street shall be made available to the 

Commission from time to time upon request for the conduct of its 

meetings. 

1.5 The members of the Commission shall operate strictly on a volunteer basis, 

with no remuneration to be received for their work from Government or 

any other sources. 
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1.6 The Ministry of Youth, Families and Sports will make available to the 

Commission appropriate secretarial services to facilitate its work. 

 

2. Composition 

 

2.1 The Commission shall be comprised of a seven (7) member panel appointed 

by the Minister of Youth, Families and Sports. 

2.2 The Minister of Youth, Families and Sports appoints the following persons 

to the Commission: William Madeiros (Chairperson); Donald Dane; Charlie 

Marshall; Sean Tucker; Sheila Brown; Clyde Best; and Jeffrey Richardson. 

2.3 The Commission shall meet as often it deems necessary in order to 

complete the Inquiry. 

2.4 A quorum of four (4) members is required to hold a valid meeting. 

2.5 The Commission shall select a Deputy Chairperson by consensus at its first 

meeting. 

 

3. Functions 

 

3.1 The Commission shall conduct an independent Inquiry to review the 

financial standing of the Bermuda Football Association and the Bermuda 

Cricket Board.  

3.2 In particular, the Commission shall examine how the special grant funding 

allocated to the Bermuda Football Association and the Bermuda Cricket 

Board during the period 2005/06 to 2011/12 was used in respect of the 

continued development at all levels of the respective sports, including but 

not limited to administration, youth development, infrastructure, coaching, 

equipment and security. 

3.3 The Commission shall examine the extent to which the Bermuda Football 

Association and the Bermuda Cricket Board have used grant funding to 

address anti-social behaviours exhibited by athletes and spectators at 
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sporting events sanctioned by each of these National Sport Governing 

Bodies. 

 

 

4. Access and Confidentiality 

 

4.1 The Commission shall request, and shall have access to pertinent reports 

and information held by the Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation, 

the Bermuda Football Association and the Bermuda Cricket Board in order 

to enable a full review of the disposition of Government grant funding 

during the period specified in 1.2 above.  

4.2 The Commission shall be afforded the opportunity to interview persons 

connected with the Bermuda Football Association and the Bermuda Cricket 

Board for the purposes of this Inquiry. 

4.3 The Commission shall maintain complete confidentiality with regard to the 

Inquiry, and shall not disclose to any person any information that it has 

been granted access to, either during or after the conduct of the Inquiry, 

without the express written consent of the Minister of Youth, Families and 

Sports. 

 

 

 


