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There has been a lot of concern raised about accessibility to voting. And, I am here today to speak about the 
measures the government has taken to make voting SAFER and MORE ACCESSIBLE than ever before. 
  
As we committed to listening to medical experts and protecting the health and safety of our community, so are 
we committed to ensuring safe, fair and accessible elections for all. To do this we made amendments to the 
Parliamentary Election Act. These changes include: 
  
Changes to the advanced poll to allow anyone with proof of travel to be able to vote. Previously, you had to go 
to the parliamentary registrar and register for the advanced poll. Now, you can simply go to the polling station 
and show them your proof of travel. 
  
We extended the advanced poll to allow seniors 65 and older, and medically vulnerable voters an entire week, 
ensuring that voters will be properly physically distant during the process. 
  
We have expanded access to voting for more Bermudians by allowing for the first time in our history parolees 
to vote, creating more equitable voting and giving Bermudians a second chance. We believe that Bermudians 
who have paid their debt to our society should be able to participate in the democratic process and we took 
action to make this happen. 
  
We also increased the voting franchise by allowing, incapacitated voters, and our sick and shut in…now have 
the ability vote from home. You can call the Parliamentary Registrar right now or visit elections.gov.bm to apply 
to vote from the comfort of your own home. 
  
And, finally, in order to protect our community from COVID-19, we have shared the recommendations from the 
Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA) with Government House and the Parliamentary Registrar. These 
recommendations include specific requirements related to masks, sanitization, and physical distancing. We 
look forward to the Parliamentary Registrar providing more specific information on plans for keeping our 
community safe. 
  
Across our region, we have seen a number of elections around the world since the COVID-19 crisis began. I 
am pleased to report that our fellow overseas territory of Anguilla held an election in June and the data is now 
in - Anguilla currently has no active COVID-19 cases. St. Kitts and Nevis, which is a similarly sized jurisdiction 
to Bermuda, also did not have any problems or spike related to their general election held in June. Some of the 
larger jurisdictions in our region have experienced challenges with COVID-19, however, it is important to note 
that there are also jurisdictions like Aruba, the Bahamas and the US Virgin Islands that have not held elections 
and experienced a recent spike in COVID-19 cases. At the end of the day, this is about the management of the 
virus … 
 
and it is clear from our aggressive contact tracing and testing programme, that Bermuda has done one of the 
best jobs in the world. And, we ask for your support so we can continue to workably manage the crisis and the 
recovery. 


