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Good Morning Mr. Premier, PLP family, members and voters of branch #7 - Hamilton South, Members of the 
Media and especially my immediate family and others who would have been here, but for Covid 19. 
  
I was once asked ‘what is the purpose of living if you can’t help uplift your community?’  It follows that today I 
am pleased to accept the invitation from Bermuda’s Leader, the Honourable David Burt, the Hamilton South 
Branch and by extension the party members of Hamilton South to continue my service to the community as 
their 2020 General Election candidate.  I believe that all of my experiences to date have prepared me for the 
next step of representing the voters of Constituency #7 in the House of Assembly. 
  
There is perhaps a lot to say but I will limit my comments today and categorize them as Leadership, 
Investment and Commitment. 
  
Under the strong and steady leadership of David Burt and our team, it has been both a pleasure and a 
significant learning opportunity to serve with the fabulous 5 – your very effective and capable team of 
Government Senators under the more than capable Senate Leader the Hon Kathy Lightbourne Simmons, 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs!! Our party offers strong leadership in the Senate and the 
House! 
  
I initially served as a Senator from 2017 and then as a Junior Minister since 2019 for the 3 portfolios of Labour, 
Community Affairs and Sports, Home Affairs and Education.  Whilst there were many highlights, I am 
appreciative about the discussions and legislation that resulted in Mary Prince Day, changes to make the 
Planning process more efficient, the recent passage of the Special Development Order for Riddells Bay that 
will return significant portions of land for use by ‘everyday Bermudians’ and the ability to highlight the 
successes of the Public Education system, with particular emphasis on the Dual Enrolment Program.  I look 
forward to the reopening of schools for the next school year when new Covid 19 protocols will become the 
norm and continuing the process to phase out middle schools. 
  
I also reflect positively on my role as the initial chair of the revitalized Cost of Living Commission.  In that role, I 
was able to work directly with one of the larger grocery store chains on the introduction of consistently lower 
prices on selected everyday items. We still have more work to do when it comes to reducing prices in 
Bermuda, but, we’re making progress to increase transparency, combat price fixing and ultimately reduce the 
cost of living. 
  
My comments about investment are a direct contradiction to my introspective personality because everything 
was done with the intention of being quietly helpful. – what is the purpose of living if you can’t help uplift your 
community.  But I accept that voters want to know what their representatives are doing on their behalf.  I 
therefore offer the following: 
  



My biggest joy from investing more than $10,000 working with and on behalf of Branch and voters in Hamilton 
South occurred during the height of the Covid 19 pandemic when commercial flights were suspended.  Based 
on the insistence of the Premier that no Bermudians should be stranded abroad, I was able to assist students 
in my private capacity to return home by sponsoring the cost of their airfare.  In another instance, a student had 
to urgently return to the US.  I will never forget the expressions of joy from their guardians after being reunited 
with their loved ones!!  We also ensured that the cost of ice for the basic requirement of keeping the Covid 
samples cold in the east was kept to minimum by providing hundreds of pounds of ice, free of charge to the 
Government. 
  
Within Constituency #7, I was able to assist in funding the cost of making the roof of the club water tight and 
with regular food distributions - in a discreet manner and sponsoring the jet ski rides for the annual DHF fund 
day organized by Barry Gibbons.  There is also one additional service be offered to assist seniors that will be 
announced in the near future. 
  
My commitment to Bermuda, the community and the party is self evident.  I have been professionally qualified 
as an Accountant for almost 30 years.  During that time, I served in Public roles as Accountant General, Board 
Chair and Finance Chair of the Bermuda Hospitals Board, CEO of the Bermuda Health Council and CFO of the 
Bermuda Land Development Company. 
  
For the PLP, I have been a lifetime member since the 1980s when I returned from University and joined 
Progressive Youth.  I fondly remember the special attention afforded young people by former Party Leader Mr. 
Freddie Wade and the regular meetings at Mr. Roosevelt Brown’s house in Friswell’s Hill.  Since that time I 
served in various roles within the party including Treasurer, Deputy Chair, Branch Chair and 3 time candidate 
in 2011, 2012 and 2017. 
  
I reiterate one of my earlier comments.  The idea of self promotion is contrary to my introspective personality. 
But I get it.  You want to know ‘what have I done for you lately.’  My response - I have been working for you 
with Branch #7 quietly but effectively behind the scenes! 
  
What am I asking from the voters in constituency #7, Hamilton South?  Allow me to be part of the effective and 
dynamic TEAM PLP.  As we move forward and continue to address Covid 19 and rebuilding the economy, I 
have the training, experience and commitment to play a valuable part.  Please - come out and vote.  Each vote 
counts.  In 2017 the difference was 21 votes! If 12 people had voted differently, I would have been able to 
serve you even more effectively since 2017. 
  
If you voted for me in 2017, please do so again.  If you were one of the 12 that could have made the difference, 
I ask for your support. Register. Turn out to vote at the advance poll or on Election Day. In a phrase – we are in 
it to win it.  
  
At the end of the day, this election is about leadership. And, it’s a choice between who we want to see us 
through this crisis - David Burt or Craig Cannonier. I ask the people of Hamilton South to ask which leaders 
they want to lead our country through the economic recovery in a way that puts Bermudians first.  
  
 It’s time to go big or go home.  I choose to go BIG. Think Big. And, Deliver Big Results for the people of 
Hamilton South. 
  
Thank you 
  


