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Good evening Bermuda. 

I hope that you and your families are well, and you missed us coming into your living rooms 

yesterday. Your Government has been hard at work, and I'm happy to be joining you again 

today to provide you an update, and to answer your questions.  

Today, we will have the latest update from the Minister of Health, on the current number of 

cases on island, and the Minister of National Security will provide an update on matters 

surrounding the Shelter in Place. I will then touch on some matters relevant to small business, 

and we'll be happy to take questions from the media.  

There has been no greater champion of the importance of testing than myself. From the 

beginning of this pandemic, and even before it was declared as such, I've been convinced that 

the only way to adequately respond, and make it through this pandemic is to test, test, test. 

From the early days that has been our focus, and I now know far more about molecular testing 

than I ever dreamed I would. The knowledge that widespread testing brings informed decisions 

that we are required to make as a Government, and increases the understanding of our 

community. And the simple fact is that widespread testing is a necessary prerequisite to open 

our economy.  
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So no one is more disappointed than I am, when we have not been able to test as aggressively 

as I know that we need to. It has been an uphill battle to ramp up testing, full of 

disappointments, which I shared with you earlier. But, I'm confident that we have turned that 

page and can do the testing required for us to be better informed about where we are as a 

country.  

There are identified high risk areas and throughout this period I have consistently focused our 

policy to ensure that this demographic is tested to protect the vulnerable, to protect those who 

care for them, and to protect their families.  

I believe that the Ministry of Health sees the value and importance of testing, and so this 

meeting of the minds between policy and administration is critical to advancing the testing 

regime, so desperately needed now. Though, we have tested a great deal of persons, we 

certainly need to test more. Today, as some have done, we can point fingers. Today, as some 

have done, we can seek to assign blame or today, we can do as some have sought to do to 

extract that pound of flesh that some may find satisfying. Or we can fix what went wrong and 

move forward.  

Make no mistake, despite the hard work that each and every member of our team, and despite 

the fatigue and stress that we are all under, we recognize that when we make a decision, 

people's lives depend on that decision, and if the decision is made, that may not be in the best 

interest of the country, people could get sick, and people may die. That weighs on us, and it 

weighs on me every single day.  

There are some in Bermuda, who will seek to return to the pre COVID-19 atmosphere of petty 

politics as usual. Do what you feel you must. Right now my interest is not in scoring political 

points, and not in gaining that political advantage. Our sole interest is in saving and preserving 

lives.  

With every day that passes, we learn more and more about how we can manage this pandemic. 

We have listened and remain flexible, enabling us to adapt quickly, and to respond whenever 

we identify a different or better way to do things. We are humble enough to say, when we 

don't know at all, and strong enough to say that despite this, we take responsibility for 

everything that happens on our watch.  

That is why I'm so gratified that when we have asked for help, like when we needed assistance 

in locating swabs, there were those in the community that assisted the country. 

On Friday, we will launch the multi-lane, drive thru facility at Southside that will begin to test 

our essential workers. This is made possible due to the dedicated efforts of Dr. Carika Weldon, 

and her team of young Bermudian scientists.  
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For many years young Bermudians have fought to be recognized for their education, their 

intellect and their talents. I know full well, as I used to be one. However, with my mature grey 

look, I am pleased and proud to say that this dramatic increase in testing is as a result of Dr 

Weldon's passion and love of country.  

She's a product of the Bermuda Institute, Port Royal Primary School and Warwick Academy. She 

achieved her Bachelors of Science, with Honors in Medical Biochemistry and a PhD in 

Biochemistry from the University of Leicester. 

Dr. Weldon in a Bernews interview stated, and I quote, “I'm the product of the rock, and home 

island which I love so much. I am a young, black Bermudian Biochemist, who is set to conquer 

the world of science, one step at a time.”  

When your country is at war, like we are versus COVID-19, we need all hands on deck. That 

means the old way of telling young, educated, intelligent, talented Bermudians that they are 

not good enough, that they need to stand on the sidelines and they need to take their talents 

elsewhere to make a meaningful contribution is over. I am grateful that Dr. Weldon was willing 

to return home and contribute her talents on the war against COVID-19.  

The results speak for themselves with the over 200 results delivered from the Bermuda 

Government Molecular Diagnostics Lab for the testing done this weekend. I am thankful to her 

and the entire team that have made our increase testing capability possible. 

As leader of this country, I will continue to celebrate our young people, our talented young 

people, as I know, far too well what it's like to be celebrated overseas, but having to fight for 

respect in your home country. Not in the Bermuda that I lead. And if it takes this virus to turn 

that page, then our country will be the better for it.  

Now, the Minister of Health will provide an update from her Ministry. Minister. 

The Minister of Health reads her remarks. 

Thank you very much, Minister Wilson. 

Now the Minister of National Security will provide his update. Minister. 

Premier, thank you. 

Thank you very much Minister. 

Last week, Erica Smith, the Executive Director of the Bermuda Economic Development 

Corporation was here, giving details of what the organization is doing to help small and medium 

sized business. The Government's primary focus during COVID-19 is to limit the possibility of 
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the transmission of the virus to ensure that it does not overwhelm our healthcare system, it is 

not to thwart economic activity. 

We are aware, that prior to the Shelter in Place, several retailers made arrangements to be able 

to fulfill orders, while at home. Essentially, becoming a home-based business. It has to be noted 

that according to the law, home-based businesses can still operate, if they're using approved 

delivery services. It's important to note, clearly, if you're a home-based business no one can 

visit your particular home. There are approved delivery services that can be contacted to be 

able to pick up orders from your home, and delivered to you. 

As Minister Caines said, the listing of approved services can be found on the Government 

website, which is a dynamic form which will be automatically updated once new services are 

approved.  I've asked the Minister to also make use of our taxi drivers who are at home right 

now, in many instances collecting unemployment benefits and we want them to make sure that 

they can take advantage of the opportunity to try to deliver more items as we begin to 

gradually allow more economic activity. 

However, I do recognize the challenge of Bermuda-based small businesses, when they see 

courier companies advertising for locals to order online and bring items into Bermuda when 

they cannot shop locally. That of course defeats the purpose of us trying to work together as a 

unified country.  

The reason why shipping and freight companies were opened up were to clear items off of the 

docks, as they were a large number of containers that were backing up. And this was for 

persons who bring in larger items though the docks, with freight forwarders. The reason was 

not to allow persons to engage in new rounds of online shopping for things that they cannot 

buy in Bermuda because the stores are closed.  

It is important that the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation, and the Government of 

Bermuda support our local online business, and therefore what I have asked, is that the 

Minister of National Security ensure that all new non-essential packages that are coming in 

through air courier services may not be cleared until after the Shelter in Place has gone up. 

Also, we are looking to, and this is the conversation that we had in Cabinet yesterday, which 

I've asked for the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation to do, is look at how we could 

possibly allow small businesses that are only staffed by persons from a single household, to be 

able to possibly go and fulfill orders that may be placed online, so they can go ahead and 

participate in economic activity.  

The reason why I say that it's important to recognize persons from not more than one 

household, transmission, risk happens when you have persons that are intermixing from 

various households in a particular location, and then they go back to their own households. If 
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there is, for instance, a business that is operating where there are persons from one household, 

which is something that we may be able to allow, and of course that will be able to happen 

under regulations after Shelter in Place.  

But over the next week, the last thing I want is for local Bermudian small businesses to be 

disadvantaged, and that is not the spirit of what we were trying to do.  

Additionally, the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation has worked tirelessly to provide 

small and medium sized business with sustainability and business continuity packages, utilizing 

the $12 million in funding from the Government. 

In addition, they'll be using their existing $12 million capacity to provide small and medium 

sized businesses with loan guarantees, and overdraft guarantees for a total of $24 million in 

support. Now I understand that some business owners have expressed frustration with the fact 

that the grant funds that had been allocated are tied to a loan. And I can appreciate the 

frustration that some may feel, and I recognize every day in this job that unfortunately, we will 

not be in a position to please everyone. 

I would like to note that to date, the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation has 

received requests for support for over 150 businesses, and thus far, many of those requests 

came in prior to the grant component being provided and announced as it was on Monday. For 

those that say they need a grant, I'm here to clarify that the first deployment of Bermuda 

Government grant relief to businesses was by way of the unemployment benefit directly 

distributed to the employment of businesses island wide who were closed down. 

This relief has been a great help to businesses faced with trying to figure out how to assist their 

employees during this trying time. Second, if you apply for a business, sustainability and 

continuation loan and grant program offered through the BEDC and you are approved, half of 

the money, of which you receive will not have been paid back. Therefore, in effect, you are 

receiving a grant.  

Let me give an example, and to clarify how this works. If you are a small business that has an 

annual revenue, up to $100,000, and have less than three employees, then you can borrow up 

to $10,000. Of the $10,000 that you receive, you will only have to pay back $5,000 at an 

interest rate of 3.5%. With a payback of 42 months, the monthly payment is $122.66 and total 

interest paid would only be $319. The first loan payment is due three months after the 

disbursement of the funds, and then the next three months are interest only at only $15 a 

month.  

The business can then ask for an extension for interest only for another three months, so it is 

conceivable that this businesses may not start repaying these loans until 2021.  
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As you can see, this should be very achievable for most businesses that have plans to continue 

to operate post COVID-19, and from the number of applications received for help, we think that 

a majority of the business owners in Bermuda are grateful for this assistance programme which 

has been launched.  

We are all in this together, and as an entrepreneur, I recognize that COVID-19 is no-one’s fault, 

and the way in which we come out on the other side of this pandemic in a positive way, has to 

be a joint effort. The Government is giving support, and we would hope that the business 

community will continue to give its support as well. 

We want to help you during these times, and it is important, and that is the reason why we 

have made $12 million in funding available through this loan and grant programme. The 

Bermuda Economic Development Corporation will provide public updates on a regular basis on 

how many businesses have been approved, what size, what industry, what bands, and the split 

between direct loans, direct grants, guarantee loans, and guaranteed overdrafts, so you're 

aware how these funds have been distributed. I'm pleased that they have come up with this 

programme, and I'm certain that this programme will certainly be better than the assistance 

that persons may receive if they were going to a commercial bank. 

Going to the third sector before I close, I'm pleased to share with you that over $1 million has 

been raised for the Bermuda Emergency Fund, with more monies coming in every day. This 

money has almost been fully allocated, and earmarked to help Bermudians during this 

unprecedented time.  

Every week more than 7,000 meals, grocery vouchers, and bags of groceries are being 

distributed. Safe spaces for victims of domestic violence are available. The homeless shelter is 

serving many people in need, every night, and there are success stories as the Minister of 

National Security can share from those persons who are receiving mental health treatment and 

counseling at our shelter.  

Funds are being used to support these and other essential services to Bermudian families to 

help them get through these difficult times. Thank you to all of the corporations, families, and 

individuals who have contributed to this life saving emergency efforts, including sourcing and 

funding, extra support from the hospital, seniors homes and to the providers of key services to 

our vulnerable population.  

Thank you also to all of the non-profit organizations that work hard to deliver critical and 

essential services, ramping up their programmes to meet client needs, and to serve the larger 

community. 

And whilst we're attending to these emergency meetings we must not forget that there are 

services and programs that will be important to our vitality as a country, when we emerge from 
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Shelter in Place. These service providers are making the shift to virtual technology, and finding 

new ways to deliver enrichment programs, youth development activities, together with services 

for people with disabilities and special needs. 

Words cannot adequately express how I feel, to see the entire country coming together to 

make a difference for those in need. When I think of hurricanes and how we gather as a 

community to make sure we're all taken care of, this period of our history has shown, even 

greater unity and sense of purpose and we have a strength and generosity of spirit to help each 

other. 

Before I take questions, I would like to once again thank everyone involved in protecting the 

health and safety of our community. Thank everyone involved for keeping our community fed 

and sheltered, and thank everyone who is living up to the adage that I am my brother's keeper.  

Now as I share at the end of my statements, I get in trouble for not thanking everyone, and it is 

impossible to thank everyone and so I get messages - "Well, you didn't thank me today you 

didn't thank me today" and all the rest. I do want to say a special thank you to the team that 

actually works for me, and has been working incredibly hard.  

That is the Government's Information, the IT team the Information and Digital Technologies 

team in the Government of Bermuda, and also the digital services team within the Department 

of Communications, who has worked so hard to transition, the Government to an online 

government. When you see these forms which are being created. When you see the dynamic 

listing of permitted companies that have been put in place. When you see the fact that the 

Government is communicating over WebEx and making sure that the Government functions 

continue to run and making sure that we ramp up online services - there are a lot of hard 

working men and women who are working long hours, at late hours to make sure that happens. 

I just wanted to extend to them, my personal gratitude. They get called out at all hours of the 

day, and sometimes the morning, to make sure that we can get our meetings done online, and 

to make sure that the technology can continue to work. They're responsible for making sure we 

had our online Parliament last week and continue to work very hard. So I just wanted to 

express a word of thanks to them.  

Before I take questions I will access all continue to pray for the families who have lost loved 

ones and also continue to pray for those who have confirmed positive with COVID-19, and are 

battling the disease, whether it be in hospital or at home.  

Thank you. 


