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Good morning and thank you for coming. Your Excellency, Cabinet and Parliamentary 
colleagues, ladies and gentlemen; I am pleased that Ianthia Simmons-Wade has answered this 
call to a new phase of her public service. As she would put it, “service to Bermuda pulses 
through my veins as if it were blood itself.” 

In her the people of Bermuda gain an extremely well-qualified and fearless advocate for the 
rights of disabled persons, seniors and for justice in healthcare. Mrs. Simmons-Wade holds a 
master’s degrees in medical law and ethics as well as in healthcare administration. She has 
served as Deputy Chair and Chair of the Bermuda Hospitals Board and also as Chair of the 
former Sustainable Development Roundtable  

Her academic achievements have been put to use in support of a population in Bermuda who 
need champions to fight their cause which very often they cannot advance for themselves. 
After a successful career of two decades running Bermuda’s principal assisted living facility for 
disabled adults, Mrs. Simmons-Wade has most recently been an independent healthcare 
consultant adding to her already considerable experience in her chosen field. 

As Bermuda grapples with the challenges of an ageing population, Senator Simmons-Wade 
experience will be of great benefit to the country as we work to ensure our seniors, who are 
living longer, can live in dignity.  

Away from her professional life, she is the proud mother of triplets who are doing great things 
themselves. One wonders how she has found the time to do so much. Mrs. Simmons-Wade 
comes from a strong family tradition of service and community engagement. She is the 
granddaughter of two sporting trailblazers, namely W.E.R. Joell and Warren Simmons. Many 
will realize instantly that her appointment increases the Somerset Cup Match support by one in 
the Legislature. 

With her late husband and former Progressive Labour Party and Opposition Leader, L. Frederick 
Wade, Mrs. Simmons-Wade has been at the forefront of fighting for Bermudians and building 
that fairer and better Bermuda that forms the core of this Government’s commitment to the 
people we serve. 

It my pleasure to welcome her to the Senate team and I am confident that her service will be 
marked by the same commitment and fierce dedication that has been her trademark over 
many years. 

Thank you. 


