
19th November 2018 

Ms. Kendaree Burgess 
Chief Executive Officer 

MAGISTRATES' COURT OF BERMUDA 

Dame Lois Browne-Evans Building 
Magistrates' Court of Bermuda 

58 Court Street l3rd Floor 
Hamilton HM 12 

Telephone: (441) 295-51 51 
Facsimile: (441) 295-0710 

The Bermuda Chamber of Commerce 

Dear Ms. Burgess, 

Re: "Sip n' Shop" events in Retail Stores 

We write further to a meeting held on the 191h November 2018 between the Liquor Licensing 

Authority (the "LLA") and the Bermuda Chamber of Commerce (the "CofC") in respect of 

retail stores being able to serve (not sell) intoxicating liquor to customers/ clients on designated 

days and times over the calendar year (such activity is colloquially known as "Sip n' Shop"). 

As you are aware, the LLA is of the view that such activity is not permissible without a liquor 

license being obtained under the Liquor Licensing Act 197 4 (the "Act"). Based on our 

discussions in relation to the nature and extent of the "Sip n' Shop" activity intended to be 

conducted by retail store members of the CofC we are of the view that the appropriate license 

which may be applied for by your members would be an Occasional License pursuant to 

section 22 of the Act. However, we are of the further view that an Occasional License would 

only be granted under the following sh·ict conditions: 



1. Consumption of intoxicating liquor shall only take place inside of the retail store 

(i.e. not outside of or in any area contiguous to the retail store) and no 

customer/client shall be allowed to leave the retail store with any intoxicating 

liquor in their possession. 

2. The Sip n' Shop activity shall only take place on ten (1 0) fixed days of the 

calendar year and shall be for a period of no more than four (4) fixed hours on 

that day. The days and the times which are fixed shall be at the discretion of the 

retail store. 

3. No fee or costs shall be directly or indirectly charged to the customer/client to 

participate in the Sip n' Shop activity or in any way whatsoever be associated 

with the consumption of intoxicating liquor. 

4. No portion of intoxicating liquor served shall measure more than one (1) 

regular sized wine glass (whether or not the intoxicating liquor is mixed with 

other beverages). 

5. No more than two (2) regular sized wine glasses of intoxicating liquor shall be 

consumed by a customer/client at any one time or on any one day that the Sip n' 

Shop activity takes place. 

6. Any food served at the Sip n' Shop event shall be limited to small bites and/or 

hors' d'oeuvres, and that in any event any food served shall not constitute a 

substantial meal. 

7. All servers of intoxicating liquor shall be TIPS Certified. 

8. No seating or lounge areas shall be set up at any time in the retail store during 

the Sip n' Shop activity. 

9. The retail store shall display the conditions set out herein in a prominent place 

near the area where the intoxicating liquor is being served. 
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10. The Applicant shall make a minimum donation of at least $100 per day that the 

Sip n' Shop events take place and that the recipient of such donation shall be (i) 

a registered charity, and/ or (ii) if the donation is being made for benevolent 

purposes a named recipient of the donation. Further, the Applicant shall within 

seven (7) days of the Sip n' Shop event provide credible documentary proof that 

the donation was made to the registered charity or to the person in need. 

11. The Applicant shall have in place sufficient security for the entire duration of 

the Sip n' Shop event. 

As further discussed, the above conditions are designed to regulate the manner in which retail 

stores have Sip n' Shop events in their premises. It is the LLA's respectful view that without 

clear conditions some retail stores may conduct themselves in a manner which mirrors activity 

in a bar or restaurant and/ or most importantly conduct themselves in a manner which 

ultimately may not be in the public welfare or interest of the community. We trust that with 

the assistance of the CofC that at least the members of the CofC will conduct themselves in a 

manner which is in compliance with the Act. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the LLA if you require any clarification of the contents of this 

letter. 

3 


