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Good Evening. 
  
Thank you for joining us this evening for this presentation of the conceptual design plans for the 
new Swing & Longbird Bridges. 
 
As background the Government of Bermuda in 2017 launched a three phase action plan 
developed by the Ministry of Public Works: 
 

 Phase I studied the location of the bridges, the topography, the volume and flow of 
marine and highway traffic and to provide well defined options for each of the two 
crossings including a Class C cost estimate. 

 Phase II narrowed the options down to one preferred option for each bridge 
including a Class B cost estimate, and 

 Phase III is to prepare detailed designs, plans and specifications that are 100% 
complete and ready to be issued for tender with a Class A cost estimate. 

 
Built into the process for Phase I was the provision to imbed a Bermudian engineering trainee 
with the successful bidder so that the process and knowledge gained during this exercise will be 
available to the Ministry once the bridges are in place.  These new bridges will be engineered by 
one of the best bridge engineering firms in the world and as such an outstanding young 
Bermudian engineering trainee in the person of Ricardo commenced a 6 month secondment with 
Ramboll’s UK office commencing on 15th January this year – we are looking to extend that 
attachment until the conclusion of Phase III. 
 
Now I know the first question will be what is all of this going to cost the Bermudian taxpayer?  
The short answer is that until detailed designs of the bridges have been completed – we cannot 
provide an accurate estimate of the cost of the bridges.  Once Phase III is completed we will have 
to return to Cabinet to seek approval for the funding and at that time the cost will be shared with 
the public.  What I can provide tonight though is the cost for these 3 Phases - the ministry 
estimate for all three phases was $2,836,004 and the contract was awarded to the lowest bidder 
Ramboll - for $2,519,468. 
 
The new bridges are designed to be landmark Bermuda structures which will reflect Bermuda’s 
unique and welcoming culture.”   
 
So with those introductory remarks – I will now invite Steve Thompson to open the presentation 
to be followed by Ricardo. 
 
Thank you. 


