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GELENDZHIK (Reuters) — 
Celso Borges will follow in his 
father’s footsteps when he plays 
for Costa Rica against Brazil 
today as the family’s World Cup 
odyssey against the five-time 
champions continues.

Borges’s father, Alexandre 
Guimares, grew up in Brazil un-
til he moved to Costa Rica with 
his parents when he was young. 
He would go on to both play for 
and manage the “Ticos” against 
Brazil at the World Cup.

Now, 28 years after his father 
faced Brazil as a player at Italia 
90, it is Celso’s turn to put 
aside his strong family links to 
the South Americans in a vital 
World Cup game.

“I can’t deny it, there is a con-
nection, of course — my con-
nection to Brazil is maybe not as 
strong as my father’s, but some 
part of me still feels like it be-
longs there,” Borges said.

“I’m 100 per cent Costa Rican 
and I would choose Costa Rica 

every time, but I cannot deny 
this family connection. It’s just a 
very special feeling.”

However, the feelings of his 
father, who managed Costa Rica 
in a 5-2 loss to Brazil at the 2002 
World Cup, may be slightly more 
mixed when his two nations face 
off.

“Of course, my father feels 
Costa Rican, he left Brazil 
when he was 12, but he has that 
Brazilian part that is very intense 
in him,” Borges said.

“Whenever you play Brazil, 
in any circumstance, it’s always 
something special, it’s always 
something different.

“It’s the country with the 
most World Cups, so it’s very 
different, but it’s still the game, 
it’s still enjoyable and it’s still 
fun.”

Not only has the 30-year-
old’s international career taken 
him in his father’s footsteps, 
during the last World Cup in 
Brazil it also took him to Recife, 
where his father’s parents came 
from.

“It was crazy, because that 
was where we beat Italy and 
ended up qualifying for the 
quarter-finals,” Borges recalls.

That 2014 side hit the headlines 
by defeating Uruguay and Italy 
and drawing with England to 
top their group, before beating 

Greece on penalties and losing 
a quarter-final shoot-out to the 
Netherlands.

In Russia, however, Costa 
Rica are already on the back foot 
after losing to Serbia in their 
opening game.

“I don’t think it was clear that 
any team deserved to win that 
game, but sometimes football is 
very complex — there’s a very 
thin line between winning and 
losing,” Borges said.

The Costa Ricans would not 
fall into the trap of focusing 
all their defensive efforts on 
Neymar, the midfielder said.

“If you concentrate too much 
on one guy, they can just put on 
another in attack, so you just 
have to be very organised, have 
good communication and mark-
ing. You can have everything 
planned but with this kind of 
player, it’s tough.”

Even with a decent result to-
day, Costa Rica face an uphill 
task in their final group game 
against a Swiss side that drew 
1-1 with Brazil in their Group 
E opener, but Borges said the 
squad could still advance to the 
knockout rounds.

“We Costa Ricans are capable 
of great things when we join 
together and stay tight. I always 
think there’s a possibility,” he 
said. 

Borges follows in father’s footsteps

VOLGOGRAD, (Reuters) — 
One Iceland fan went to primary 
school with a player’s father. 
Another supporter’s son used to 
regularly wait on the team at a bar. 
And yet another fan is related by 
marriage to the squad’s chef.

With a population of 
around 350,000, Iceland is the 
smallest nation to ever qualify 
for a World Cup. So, for fans 
descending on Russia for the 
Nordic island’s first appearance 
at the tournament, the national 
team is often a deeply personal 
affair, with many supporters 
boasting blood ties or personal 
links with the players.

Bjarni Arnason, a 31-year-old 
Icelandic architect who travelled 
to Volgograd to watch his team 
play Nigeria in group D today, 
fondly recalled playing handball 
at high school with Iceland 
defender Ragnar Sigurdsson.

“He was really good!” laughed 
Arnason, decked out in the Ice-
land jersey. “He was so good that 
the football team wanted him to 
just play football.”

The connections go on: A pal 
of Arnason is best friends with 
the wife of Iceland’s goalkeeper, 
while a cousin played football 
with another player.

And Arnason’s father, who is 
also in Volgograd for the game, 
is old friends with the father of 
Alfred Finnbogason, who scored 
against twice world champions 
Argentina in their opening game 
last Saturday, which ended 1-1.

“I added an 11 on my Iceland 
team shirt in honour of my friend’s 
son,” said Arni Sigurdsson.

But, true to Iceland’s no-frills 
reputation, that is as far as the 
preferential treatment goes.

“I cheer for the team — I don’t 
cheer extra hard for anyone. We 

are probably all related some-
what anyway!” added engineer 
Sigurdsson, 61, with a chuckle.

That attitude is reflected on 
the pitch too. Coach — and part-
time dentist — Heimir Hall-
grimsson insists that all players 
are treated equally.

The team had a thrilling run 
at the 2016 European champion-
ship, eliminating England and 
advancing to the quarter-finals, 
propelled by their “thunder-clap-
ping” fans and Viking imagery.

Iceland’s “Cinderella story” 
has smote many football aficio-
nados, especially those disgusted 
by corruption scandals engulfing 
Fifa and put off by the diva-like 
attitude of some leading players.

But one downside to hailing 
from such a small place is that 
privacy is not always an option.

Iceland fan Svavar Asmundsson 
said his son used to regularly pour 

drinks for members of Iceland’s 
team while working at a bar in 
capital Reykjavik.

“It was all good. But some 
of them are a little crazier than 
the others!” said Asmundsson, 
a 59-year-old who works in the 
fishing industry.

Still, the close-knit com-
munity never feels suffocating, 
said the father of midfielder 
Birkir Bjarnason, who was also 
in Volgograd to see his son play 
Nigeria — Africa’s most popu-
lous country with close to 200 
million people, some 571 times 
Iceland’s population.

“I know who the fathers and 
mothers of all the players are. 
Many parents I knew before, but 
most of them I met after they 
started to play together,” said 
the midfielder’s father Bjarni 
Sveinbjornsson, a 55-year-old 
electrician. “It’s kind of a family.” 

GELENDZHIK (Reuters) — 
Sweden scout Roger Sandberg 
is not expecting Germany to 
make many changes for their 
clash tomorrow despite the world 
champions’ flat showing in a 1-0 
defeat by Mexico in their opener.

The Germans are in danger 
of failing to make it past the 
group stage for the first time 
in 80 years if they fail to beat 
Sweden in Sochi.

“Jogi [Joachim] Löw, in par-
ticular, has shown that he has 
great confidence in the players 
he chooses, and even if they’ve 
had setbacks he has continued to 
show confidence in them,” Sand-
berg said yesterday.

“There is a risk that one 
could underestimate them after 
some poor games, but it would 
be very regrettable to fall into 
that trap,” he added. “They are a 
skilful football team, even in the 
recent past. I saw a game against 
Spain in March where they were 
fantastic for large parts.

“They’re a great team that 
one should have great respect 
for, but maybe you don’t need to 
be afraid of your life of them.”

The 46-year-old former 
Swedish league defender was 
given the unenviable task of 
studying Germany with a view 
to finding their vulnerabilities.

“Every team has weaknesses 
but the weaknesses in Germany 
are maybe not so obvious,” he said.

The Swedes, 1-0 winners over 
Peru in their first group F game, 
have not beaten the Germans in 
a competitive game in 60 years, 
but they could send the Germans 
home after the first round for the 
first time since 1938.

German players have come 
in for criticism with calls for 
underperforming players to be 
dropped from the team.

“[Mesut] Özil is one of the 
players that has had the most crit-
icism and that has happened over 
a long time in both the club and 
the national team,” Sandberg said.

“If he was dropped it wouldn’t 
be a huge shock, they have many 
good alternatives, but it’s not 
what I expect,” he added.

Sandberg expects Germany to 
play the same way they always do.

“If you take Ozil or [Marco] 
Reus, if won’t affect how they 
play — as individuals they have 
different strengths and weak-
nesses and we’ll prepare the 
players for that,” he said. 

Germany ‘will 
not change much’ 
for Sweden clash

‘Whenever you 
play Brazil, in any 
circumstance, it’s 

always something 
special, it’s always 
something different 

It’s a family affair for the Viking hordes

Close-knit: Iceland fans 

Back to my roots: Celso Borges’s father grew up in Brazil 


