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Good morning Mr. Speaker 

 

Bermuda has a well-earned reputation for being a jurisdiction of 

impeccable standards of openness, transparency and one that is 

free of governmental corruption. 

It is that reputation Mr. Speaker, along with our outstanding 

infrastructure, our world class regulatory structure and our 

business friendly environment that have positioned Bermuda as an 

excellent place to do business and invest. 
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Mr. Speaker, over the past month Bermuda in general and the 

government of Bermuda specifically have been the target of a 

systemic misinformation campaign surrounding the gaming 

industry in Bermuda.  A systemic misinformation campaign that 

sought to damage Bermuda’s reputation and create an atmosphere 

of uncertainty and suspicion around this government and by 

extension our fledgling gaming industry. 

 

The main issues that have been thrust into the public domain have 

been whether the company MM&I has some form of contract or 

agreement with the Government of Bermuda and whether this 

government intends to implement or mandate a cashless gaming 

system for casinos in Bermuda.  

 

Mr. Speaker, in order to provide some background and context, 

Honourable Members should be reminded that it was the previous 

One Bermuda Alliance Government that pledged to hold a 

referendum on gaming while in Opposition and then once in 

Government refused to keep their pledge and give our people a 

voice on this critical issue. 
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I wish to further advise this Honourable House that it was the One 

Bermuda Alliance Government that first introduced the concept of 

the cashless gaming system into the conversation surrounding 

gaming.   

It was that same One Bermuda Alliance Government that entered 

into a Memorandum of Understanding with MM&I for them to 

provide said system once gaming legislation had been passed and 

casino licenses issued.   

The same One Bermuda Alliance Government that found itself 

entangled in the Jetgate Affair.   

The same One Bermuda Alliance Government that accepted a 

$30,000 donation towards a pro-gaming marketing campaign from 

MM&I in advance of the referendum that they eventually 

scrapped. 
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Mr. Speaker, 

I wish to advise this Honourable House that this government, the 

Progressive Labour Party Government has not conceived, 

considered or given any assurances public or private either that 

system or that operator will have a presence in our casino gaming 

industry. 

To be clear. 

The government is NOT currently considering making cashless 

gaming on the island mandatory for casino operators 

The Government is NOT currently considering any proposals 

related to the gaming industry from MM&I and/or Banyon 

Gaming 

The Government has not entered into ANY arrangements with 

Banyan Gaming or MM&I – That Mr. Speaker, was the previous 

government. 

 

Mr. Speaker, those are the facts. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is apparent that there are individuals who have 

not accepted the results of the recent general election, do not 

respect the mandate for change that the people of Bermuda 

delivered and would rather orchestrate systemic misinformation 

campaigns, jeopardize the reputation of Bermuda and undermine 

the government, than engage in a collaborative and mutually 

respectful relationship for the benefit of Bermuda. 

An example of this attitude may be seen in an email sent to me by 

the current Chairman of the Gaming Commission Mr. Alan Dunch 

on October 20, 2017 in which he wrote and I quote, “If you want a 

public fight, I am more than up for it.” 

Those words now seem oddly prophetic as shortly afterward a 

select series of email exchanges between my Ministry and the 

Gaming Commission were “obtained” by the Royal Gazette and 

an attempt to damage this government and Bermuda commenced 

in earnest. 

 

 

 



Page 6 of 7 
 

Mr. Speaker. that attitude may perhaps be further seen in the 

recent non-participation in the National Anti-Money Laundering 

Committee’s National Risk Analysis, failure to provide the 

requested presentation for the related workshops and failure to 

provide the analysis and conclusions of the working group that the 

Commission was chairing. 

Mr. Speaker 

The Chairman of the Gaming Commission may want, crave, seek 

or desire a public fight. 

Mr. Speaker this government was not elected to engage in petty 

public fights.   

This government was not elected to get dragged into the drama 

and theatrics of those who by their words and deeds have 

demonstrated a complete and utter disregard for the well-being our 

island and our people 

This Government was elected to create economic growth, help 

local and international business to thrive and create a wider range 

of jobs and opportunities for Bermudians with partners that share 

this vision and are willing to seek positive action over public 

fights and job creation over petty squabbling. 
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While others want public fights we seek a Bermuda that with 

greater economic growth and a diversified economy will bring 

new jobs and new industries to Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, although there are individuals within the Bermuda 

Gaming Commission seemingly prepared to drag Bermuda and its 

reputation through the mud to get their own way, this Government 

was elected to make change, we have a mandate to make change 

and we will make the change that the people who elected us sent 

us here deliver.  The Casino Gaming Amendment Bill that I will 

table today will execute that mandate. 

 

Thank you Mr. Speaker 


