
 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 17:24:10 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage 
I am writing to object to this organisation being granted status as a charity again. It is very obvious that 
they are actually a hate group and it is appalling to me that the government is supporting their status. 
They are bringing hatefulness into Bermuda and bad publicity. Where are they getting money from to 
support them? Was this ever investigated? 
 
Please reconsider your decision. 
 
Regards, 
_______________________________ 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 11:34:59 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage 
Dear Government, 
 
I am a married Bermudian and father. I object to Preserve Marriage being granted charitable status. The 
objectives of Preserve Marriage are political, discriminatory and harmful to our society and harmful to 
our tourism industry. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 11:30:38 +0000 
Subject: Objection to charity status 
Good morning,  
 
I would like to voice my objection to Preserve Marriage obtaining charitable status. Granting and 
organization whose entire purpose is to take away the human rights of others is unacceptable.   They 
server no charitable purpose other than to promote their religious views which seek to prevent others 
from living their lives fully.  
 
I know two young men, both gay, who grew up here.  They have both been away at school, want to 
come and stay in Bermuda but feel like they are not welcome.   The haven't even reached the point of 
wanting to get married, only to live here and feel like they are wanted and accepted in our community.   
 Please put yourself in their shoes when you make your decision about Preserve Marriage's charitable 
status.     
 
We have so much division here in Bermuda already.  We need organizations that seek to find peace and 
unity, not more hate and division.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Regards,  
_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 23 Mar 2017 14:23:02 +0000 
Subject: Continuing charitable status for Preserve Marriage 
Good Morning, 
I would like to echo my wife’s sentiments as she expressed them to you so eloquently, copied below. 
 
"I sincerely hope that the Charities Commission denies the continuation of charitable status for 
the Preserve Marriage group.  This group does not meet the Commission’s objectives to educate the 
public, increase the public trust in charities, nor does it have a public benefit.  
 
What it does is the complete opposite, it promotes fear mongering and hate.  The religious dogma of one 
group should not be forced on the entire community.  The goal of Preserve Marriage is to change the 
legislation to ensure same sex couples do not have the right to same sex unions or marriage.  They 
should not be allowed to raise funds as a charity that does not benefit any group. 
 
If a religious group is against same sex marriage they have the option (by law) not to allow something 
that goes against their religious beliefs.  Fine, don’t marry them in a religious ceremony.  These people, 
citizens or our community, should at the very least be allowed civil unions.  Gay, lesbian and trans people 
deserve the same rights as the rest of us as our human right legislation already includes. 
 
Please do not renew the charitable status of the Preserve Marriage group on April 4th.” 
 
I would just like to emphasize that Preserve Marriage is really a hate group and in no way rises to the 
level of a Charitable Group.  They should be ignored! 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Regards, 
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 23 Mar 2017 11:55:29 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage 
I am sending this email in the hope that ' Preserve Marriage' is refused a charity designation. It would be 
shameful if a bigoted organisation would be given this status.  
 
Thank you 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 23 Mar 2017 11:45:51 +0000 
Subject: Charity status given to preserve marriage . 
Dear sir/madam 
 
I object to the charitable status given to this organisation. There is no divorce counselling, resources for 
families etc. It's is promoting a political viewpoint   not acting as a charity in any way. It's is 
only preserving discrimination 
 
Yours 
 
_______________________________ 
Sent from my iPad 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 23 Mar 2017 10:23:25 +0000 
Subject: HOW can Preserve Marriage be a charity ? 
https://www.facebook.com/TonyBrannonBDA/posts/10155279174481015?comment_id=10155282560
816015&notif_t=feed_comment&notif_id=1490194073402972 
 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyBrannonBDA/posts/10155279174481015?comment_id=10155282560816015&notif_t=feed_comment&notif_id=1490194073402972
https://www.facebook.com/TonyBrannonBDA/posts/10155279174481015?comment_id=10155282560816015&notif_t=feed_comment&notif_id=1490194073402972


 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 21:24:08 +0000 
Subject: Continuing charitable status for Preserve Marriage 
Good day, 
 
I sincerely hope that the Charities Commission denies the continuation of charitable status for 
the Preserve Marriage group.  This group does not meet the Commission’s objectives to educate the 
public, increase the public trust in charities, nor does it have a public benefit.  
 
What it does is the complete opposite, it promotes fear mongering and hate.  The religious dogma of 
one group should not be forced on the entire community.  The goal of Preserve Marriage is to change 
the legislation to ensure same sex couples do not have the right to same sex unions or marriage.  They 
should not be allowed to raise funds as a charity that does not benefit any group. 
 
If a religious group is against same sex marriage they have the option (by law) not to allow something 
that goes against their religious beliefs.  Fine, don’t marry them in a religious ceremony.  These people, 
citizens or our community, should at the very least be allowed civil unions.  Gay, lesbian and trans 
people deserve to same rights as the rest of us as our human right legislation already includes. 
 
Please do not renew the charitable status of the Preserve Marriage group on April 4th. 
 
Sincerely 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 20:47:13 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage 
I implore the members of your committee not to renew charitable status to 
the Preserve Marriage group.  I was amazed when they were initially given status when they are 
anything but charitable. They are a group that are full of hate for a certain members of our community 
and the fact that they consider themselves Christian is ludicrous.  
 
Regards, 
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 19:37:30 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage should not be classified as a charity 
Kind regards 
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 19:30:03 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage objection 
I write to object to this organization being given Charity status again for the following reasons: 
  

·         This organization’s sole purpose is to deprive a sector of our society the right to marriage or civil 
partnership it is not to ‘preserve marriage’ 

·         If it was to ‘preserve marriage’ we would have seen the members active in other areas such as 
challenging the divorce laws or providing counselling to troubled couples 

·         It is bringing religion into our Courts by saying it is against God’s will.   Whose God are they 
referring to?  My god embraces everyone including the poor, the sick, the destitute.   Does their God 
trump my God in the Courts?   God and religion needs to be kept out of the Courts 

·         The purpose of their fund raising is to spread their beliefs through newspaper ads, social media 
and rallies to strengthen their cause.  Is this what charitable fund raising is supposed to be used for?  I 
thought it was to help and assist people who cannot help and assist themselves. 

  
Thank you for your time 
  

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

 
P Please consider the environment before printing this email 

  

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain information which is privileged, confidential or subject to copyright. 
_______________________________disclaim all responsibility and accept no liability (including 
negligence) for the consequences for any person acting, or refraining from acting, on such information 



 

 

prior to the receipt by those persons of subsequent written confirmation. Any unauthorised use, 
disclosure, distribution or copying of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is 
strictly prohibited. 

 

********************************************************************** 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and 
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify 
the system manager. 

Scanned by the Clearswift SECURE Email Gateway. 

www.clearswift.com 
********************************************************************** 

 
 
 
  

http://www.clearswift.com/


 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 18:50:15 +0000 
Subject: Perserve Marriage's renewal of charity status 
Good day, 
 
I am writing to express my objection of Preserve Marriage's (PM) renewal of charity status.   PM is a 
political action group that has lobbied the government to make changes in our law and this is their only 
aim, pressuring parliament.  They have even been engaged in court proceedings, that did not 
benefit them, or the public, or defend their organization.  In my experience, this is unprecedented for a 
charity. They do not do charity work, they have had no tag days, they have had no public educational 
activities; basically, all they have done is been an intervener in court.  I would suggest scrutinizing this 
organization fully before making your decision. 
 
Regards, 
 
_______________________________  



 

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: _______________________________ 
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2017 3:30 PM 
To: Charity Info 
Subject: Objection to the charitable status for Preserve Marriage campaign 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I would like to make my objection to the continued charitable status of 
the Preserve Marriage campaign.  I find their campaign discriminatory, undermine equality and an 
affront to human rights and therefore they should not be given the benefits of being a 'charity'. 
 
Furthermore I think providing charity status for this campaign undermines the global position of a 
Bermuda as a civilised, modern society and such 'governmental' blessing will damage tourism and 
general goodwill especially with the America's Cup, Bermuda is in the spotlight of the world and should 
shine rather than be tarnished with inequality & discrimination. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
********************************************************************** 
 
This email and its attachments ("email") contains confidential information intended solely for the 
recipient.  Unless you are the recipient, this email cannot be used, copied, stored, printed or disclosed 
either partially or in its entirety.   All copies should be deleted if you have received this email in error.  
No liability is accepted for damage due to the opening of this email.  It is your responsibility to take 
appropriate precautions to safeguard your computer systems and networks. 

  



 

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: _______________________________  
Sent: Mon, Mar 13, 2017 at 10:57 AM 
To: charityinfo@gov.bm 
Cc:  
 

  

  
Dear Commissioners 
 
Please accept this as my personal complaint on the behaviour of Preserve Marriage while registered as a 
charity in Bermuda and my request that the charity status either be revoked or not reissued at their 
pending review. 
 
As a Bermudian homosexual man, living in my island home with a husband and a son, I have continually 
been made to feel uncomfortable when seeing bumper stickers, listening to the radio, walking down the 
street and being bombarded by the media campaign that Preserve Marriage has undertaken in relation 
to same-sex marriage - and whether they claim it was intended or not, against the LGBTQ community as 
a whole.  While I understand that the same-sex marriage issue is important, (and to declare my bias, I 
am totally in support) what is happening on the fringes is that PM is being allowed to do and say 
whatever it wants about homosexual people in Bermuda, under the guise of trying to uphold existing 
laws. 
 
What does family look like? 
One of the main reasons my family and I feel uncomfortable is PM's consistent and aggressive stance on 
what a family is supposed to look like.  I feel bullied by the stance "Because mothers and fathers are 
irreplaceable".  My husband and I legally adopted our son and we are a family.  Our family is made up of 
two fathers and a son.  This is a fact.  I am not a sociologist...and I assume that PM members may not be 
either, but that aside, there is a plethora of opinion and research on both sides of this matter (of what 
combination of parents is most effective for raising children) and it is abhorrent that PM is continually 
allowed to roll out very public statements about what a family should and should not look like - quite 
often misinforming the Bermuda public by using out of date or disproved research, all as a charity.    
 
Totally and completely aside from marriage, there are thousands of families in Bermuda that do not look 
like that cookie cutter family in their materials and in their rhetoric - single dads, single mums, two dads, 
two mums as well as the more common dad and mum combo (not to mention how many children are 
being raised successfully by aunts, uncles and grandparents).  In their effort to prevent anyone else 
having access to a legal framework that supports and protects their family units, PM is denigrating and 
undermining thousands of successful family units in Bermuda that don't look 'normal'. 
 

 



 

 

 
https://preservemarriage.bm/faq.html  
"Are you saying that gay parents can’t love and provide for a child? 
All people are capable of loving and providing for children, but all the love in the world can’t turn a 
woman into a father or a man into a mother. A child needs both a mom and a dad. Children do better 
when raised by their married mom and dad, and decades of social science evidence show this. We 
shouldn’t place the desires of adults over the needs of children." 
 
My personal views aside for the moment, I'd like to share with you (and thank you for bearing with me) 
my understanding of some pertinent pieces of the regulatory framework for charities in Bermuda. 
 
Public Benefit 
 
While a charity must meet the public benefit test and it can do so by only benefiting a 'section of the 
public' - I am actually very unsure about how PM in fighting against same-sex marriage is a benefit at 
all?  How are PM's members (or the public) benefiting from the work that PM is undertaking in fighting 
against same-sex marriage?  While the charity may do some other work on the sidelines, the 
overwhelming work (economic, publicly visible) is purely focused on same-sex marriage - firstly the June 
23rd Referendum and then of course the marriage equality case between private citizens and the 
Government of Bermuda. 
 
I'll end this part with an excerpt from the March 2014 Guidance "Any restriction on who can benefit is 
not justifiable purely on the basis that there may be some wider benefit to society from the charity 
benefiting that particular section of the public. The justification for the restriction cannot rely solely on 
those wider benefits."   
 
Further, for your assessment for PM next month, the March 2014 Guidance states that the Charities 
Commission must regard "what is has done and continues to do" in ascertaining whether the benefit is 
public and continues to meet all the relevant tests. 
 
Detriment or Harm 
The March 2014 Guidance on detriment or harm is pretty clear that a charity is allowed to do harm if the 
public benefit outweighs the harm.  I expect that upon its application to be a charity, there was no real 
sense of what harm could have been inflicted and it probably weighed heavily on the 'education' benefit 
of its work.  But now, a year later, the public rhetoric, the aggressive behaviours and the resulting and 
reverberating negative light that has been inflicted on the public is clear evidence of the harm that it is 
doing in the community.   
 
PM equally has moved its website around and taken down material that is hurtful and offensive - 
reading this and being exposed to this - how is this not harmful to me or my family or to everyone else in 
the LGBTQ community?  How many of us have to be made to feel like crap to count for a detriment or 
harm being inflicted? 
 
So while PM's purposes may not explicitly state that they are going to 'do harm' - there is no question 
that the actions of PM have had a direct and negative effect on me and probably many others in 
Bermuda.  Surely this must be constructively considered as a forbidden purpose.   
 
 

https://preservemarriage.bm/faq.html


 

 

Political Purposes 
 
The March 2014 Guidance states the following: 
 
"Charities under this head have to be particularly careful not to have political purposes. The law 
distinguishes between having political purposes (which is not allowed) and pursuing political activities in 
furtherance of their charitable purposes (which is allowed). So long as the political means such charities 
pursue are not the dominant method by which the organization pursues its apparently charitable objects, 
the charity in question will be allowed. See our later section on political purposes." 
 
From a regulatory perspective, I also find it difficult to reconcile this restriction on political purposes 
with what PM has and continues to do in relation to marriage equality. 
 
As you are very well aware, (as is included in your own Guidance) charities (like PM) cannot have 
purposes that include "securing or opposing any change in the law, whether in Bermuda or overseas" - 
and this should not at all be confused with the right of the charity to undertake political activities.  Your 
own example states that a health charity may "draw attention" to deficiencies in law when promoting 
health lifestyles.   
 
PM's self assessed and outlined "Three Objectives" (read between the lines here that objective = 
purpose, irrespective of what their organisational or application documents say), all three of which are 
specifically and directly aimed at securing the law in Bermuda that restricts marriage to a man and a 
woman. 
 
I draw your attention to their second Objective below: 
 
(Source - https://www.preservemarriage.bm/images/Preserve%20Marriage%20Booklet_final.pdf)  
 
 
With regard to your own test "So long as the political means such charities pursue are not the dominant 
method by which the organization pursues its apparently charitable objects, the charity in question will 
be allowed" - I just can't see how PM's very public Three Objectives are not political in nature AND the 
amount of money secured from the public through public fundraising and funding a legal team, to 
specifically support the defense of an existing legal framework in Bermuda cannot be seen as anything 
by the 'dominant method' for how it is pursuing its (questionably) main charitable object? 
 
 
Discrimination  
I also feel that I am being discriminated against - PM on its face is not actually preserving or promoting 
all marriages and therefore the benefit of that is restricted and unavailable to me.  It is delineating lines 
and preventing others from receiving any services or education relating to marriage.  My marriage and 
my sexual orientation prevent me from benefiting from any services provided by PM itself.  My husband 
and I both believe in God and have a home church in Bermuda that loves and accepts us.  PM purports 
to represend the "Religious Community (https://preservemarriage.bm/united-message-from-the-
church-community), but it doesn't represent everyone that is Christian and certainly doesn't represent 
me as a gay Christian.   
 
 

https://www.preservemarriage.bm/images/Preserve%20Marriage%20Booklet_final.pdf
https://preservemarriage.bm/united-message-from-the-church-community
https://preservemarriage.bm/united-message-from-the-church-community


 

 

Submitted for your consideration. 
 
 
_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2017 19:11:14 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage is NOT a charity. 
To whom it may concern, 
 
        I am _______________________________, and I have been living here for .. years now. When I 
moved here at the age of  .., I fell in love with the island. It was so different from anything I’d known 
before, everything was so new and exotic to me. Over the next few years, I came to learn lots about 
Bermudian history, culture and traditions, all of which fascinated me. I came to accept Bermuda as my 
new home. 
 
        Now, I recognise that not every community is perfect, however there was one aspect of the 
community which I just couldn’t understand; the inherent homophobia I regularly read about in the 
news. _______________________________I had to do a school project on a human rights issue in 
Bermuda, and the number of articles and stories I found online (and anecdotes from people I knew 
personally) of instances of homophobia on this island ASTOUNDED me. How could such a small, 
apparently “welcoming" island be so adverse to something as simple as two people who love each other 
getting married? LGBT relationships were becoming normal in media from overseas, so why was it so 
different in Bermuda, my new home? 
 
        Last year, Preserve Marriage were holding an event on the Cabinet Gardens on Front Street, and I 
attended in protest with the crowds of people who are also in favour of same sex marriage. Several of 
my friends and I held signs that read “Love Wins”, which prompted several members 
of Preserve Marriage to hug us and say “It’s okay, we still love you!”. That felt like another blow to the 
stomach. How could these people insist that they love me yet deny me (and everyone else in Bermuda) 
of a basic human right? 
 
        Earlier this year, I had to decide what I wanted to do after my secondary education finished. I could 
go to Bermuda College, or get a job or work experience in Bermuda, as several of my peers will do. The 
longer I thought about these options, the more I disliked the sound of them. 
 
        I don’t want to support a country where the homophobia shuns people into silence. 
        I don’t want to support a country where a minority is denied a human right which everybody else 
can have without question. 
        I don’t want to support a country where Preserve Marriage, a group of people who just want to 
spread hate, is considered a CHARITY. The only instances I’ve ever heard of charities being 
fundamentally opposed to something are in regards to illnesses or tyrannical rulers who mistreat their 
people. Preserve Marriage should NEVER have been granted charity status in the first place, and they 
certainly don’t deserve to have it granted again. 
 
        As much as I appreciate Bermuda for everything I’ve learned and experienced over the past  .. years, 
I honestly don’t think I can consider it a home anymore. I’m going to receive my tertiary education in 
England, where same sex marriage is legal and accepted and celebrated, and I will most likely get a job 
there after graduating with my qualifications. 



 

 

 
I will love Bermuda when Bermuda decides to love me in return. 
 
_______________________________ 
 
        P.S. I will also love Bermuda when “preserving marriage” refers to cracking down on domestic 
abuse, increasing communication and relationships between spouses and solving other household 
issues, rather than PREVENTING people from marrying based on predicted outcomes of no valid 
scientific evidence. 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2017 18:58:18 +0000 
Subject:  
Preserve marriage should not be a charity as it violates the basic human right to marriage 
 
Thank you for your time,  
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2017 18:57:26 +0000 
Subject: "Preserve Marriage" should not be a charity. 
Hello there,  
 
It has been brought to my attention that the group "Preserve Marriage" is looking at charity status. This 
is appalling. As an ... year old, I can tell you that young people deeply care about equality and the fact 
that love is love.  
 
This group fuels hatred and divide, and if people want to act in such a way, then they should fund it off 
their own backs.  
 
Do not alienate the LGBTQ+ community of Bermuda. They are human beings and should not have 
discrimation against them funded my the public. Period.  
 
Regards  
 
_______________________________ 

  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2017 21:05:15 +0000 
Subject: Let people be loved by other people! 

I am acting against the homophobia for a long time now and I will sound among the others because my 
voice matters just like anyone else's. And if you do actually care about the true feelings of people then 
please listen to all of us. And let people marry their loves whatever their sex is! 
(I am ... years old and my mother, who is also a LGBTQ+ supporter, is ... years old and we're both against 
your preservation) 

 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2017 19:21:47 +0000 
Subject: Preserve Marriage 

To whomever it may concern, 

 

I am emailing the Charities Board to register my complaint against Preserve Marriage, and to explain 
why I truly believe that they should not be given charitable status for the coming year. 

 

In the most fundamental sense, a charity is something that aims to help society, and to make it a better 
place.  From what I have seen thus far from both their rhetoric and their actions, Preserve Marriage has 
done nothing to help society nor to make it a better place.   

 

In Bermuda, we pride ourselves on being a supposedly accepting and friendly society, but the actions 
of Preserve Marriage run contrary to those fundamental values.  They spend their hours working on 
strategies to maintain discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community, in an attempt to ensure that equal 
human rights are not practiced by all Bermudians. 

 

As a proud bisexual woman, the actions of Preserve Marriage scare me.  They say that they are doing 
God's work in an effort conceal the fact that they are an overtly hateful group, that make me feel 
undeserving of not only the love of my community, but the respect to have access to the full plethora of 
my rights.  When I see their signs and their propaganda, produced with the money only accessible to 
groups with charitable status, I cannot describe the mixture of dread, anger, fear and sorrow that strikes 
my core.  I did not choose to be born this way, and I am proud of my orientation, 
but Preserve Marriage makes me and my community feel completely dejected from society, as a form of 
second class citizens towards whom their hatred is not only accepted but also supported, thanks to their 
status as a charity. 

 

Their rhetoric is not only full of logical fallacies that continue to confound me to this day, but is also 
potently homophobic because it seeks to discriminate based on sexual orientation.  Their actions reflect 
badly on Bermuda in the modern world, and they will continue to bring the Charities Board into 
disrepute, as you continue to give charitable status towards a group that works to actively discriminate. 
 If a charity were to suggest a ban on interracialmarriage, and seek charitable status, they would 



 

 

be rejected outright, because what they seek to do it to discriminate on arbitrary grounds and prevent 
Bermudians from practicing their rights.  Simply because my community is a minority does not mean 
that we should be subjected to needless and overt hatred, as condoned by the government through 
their granting of charitable status.   

 

It is on these grounds that I object to the granting of charitable status to Preserve Marriage, and as long 
as they continue their hateful crusade against my rights, and as long as the government 
and Charities Board continues to support them in this goal. 

  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: Charity Info <charityinfo@gov.bm>, "letters@royalgazette.com" <letters@royalgazette.com> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 30 Mar 2017 13:39:13 +0000 
Subject: Preserve marriage should not be a charity. 
 
Preserve Marriage claim that they uphold the values of traditional marriage. They don't need 
to...traditional marriage is already upheld by government. There are no laws preventing men and 
womwen who wish to marry.  What PM is in place to do is to DENY the right to get married to gay 
couples. Gay people are not saying that straight people should not be able to get married...they just 
want the same rights as their fellow Bermudians. PM seeks to deny rights to Bermudians and are in 
violation of International Human Rights legislation and basic human decency. If you don't like 
gay marriage, don't marry a gay !. This organization should not be granted charity status. 
_______________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: _______________________________ 
To: _______________________________ 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 30 Mar 2017 12:29:11 +0000 
Subject: This is the way it's supposed to be .... 
Native American Sense as opposed to our nonsense...a wide open way of looking at humanity... 
 
The discrimination by whites and Christians that included owning slaves, denying women the right to 
vote, where one can sit on a bus or movie house, mixed raced marriage and Same Sex Marriage were all 
sins perpetrated by a white Christian ruling elite through Africa, India and America. 
 
We are getting there, but as they say cleaning up the wreckage of the past has been a long journey that 
still fights bigotry and ignorance - and now we have Trump attempting to roll back hard fought wins for 
equality and a woman's right to choose..... 
_______________________________ 
 
http://bipartisanreport.com/2016/10/11/before-european-christians-forced-gender-roles-native-
americans-acknowledged-5-genders/ 
 

http://bipartisanreport.com/2016/10/11/before-european-christians-forced-gender-roles-native-americans-acknowledged-5-genders/
http://bipartisanreport.com/2016/10/11/before-european-christians-forced-gender-roles-native-americans-acknowledged-5-genders/

