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Good Afternoon   

On this Friday’ resumption of the House, the Progressive Labour Party will table the Decriminalisation of 

Cannabis Bill 2017. This Bill incorporates our policy on being tough on crime and examining the causes of 

such crimes, whilst recognising the unequal application of these laws, which have disproportionate lifetime 

effects. 

The crackdown on drug crimes historically from the seventies until now has had epidemic and unjust outcomes 

for hundreds of black citizens, young black men in particular. This bill aims to rectify that as well as include 

other justice initiatives for education and empowerment opportunities. 

The Bill consists of 5 clauses, which decriminalize the possession of cannabis under the statutory minimum of 

7 grams. It provides that criminal sanctions will not apply to person possessing cannabis under the statutory 

minimum. Handling such amounts is also decriminalized. 

Section 25 of the Act is amended to empower the police   to seize cannabis from any person and also provides 

for the minister of Justice to make regulations providing for assigning drug education and drug treatment to 

persons who are likely to benefit from such programs. This will be part of many other steps we will take to 

complete our aims and objective of increasing Opportunities for all Bermudians. 

Outcomes we hope will flow from this legislation include reduction of criminalisation figures among 

Bermudians, residents and guest visitors alike, who have been caught with small amounts of cannabis. This is 

a step along the way of ending life-altering consequences including being prohibited from traveling to the 

United States and Canada, having one’s reputation smeared and job prospects shattered due to convictions for 

simple possession of cannabis. As statistics show, black people in our society are more likely than whites to 

be arrested, charged and convicted for cannabis possession. This criminalisation for minor, non-violent 

possession is damaging for hundreds of Bermudians, young and old and it must end. 


