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Ruling on Costs
  

1. This is a ruling on costs, following the Tribunal’s substantive Ruling in this matter dated 27 June 

herein. 

  b. Cox Hallett Wilkinson letter of 15 June

  d. CHW letter of 24 June

There is, however, 

11. As can be seen, the Tribunal’s discretion is stated in broad terms in the Act and there is no fetter 

 the Court shall order the costs to follow the event
to the Court that in the circumstances of the case some other order should be made as to the 

Tribunal1

1

AEI Rediffusion Music Ltd v 
Phonographic Performance Ltd 

2

reasonable in all the circumstances3

contained in the statute4

iii. it is 
“It 

had been appreciated by the draughtsman of the legislation and the rules that it was 
not appropriate to fetter the Tribunal’s discretion by reference to the outcome of the 

5;
“… as a wide 

discretion to be exercised judicially and reasonably by taking account of, and giving due 

and that error had infected and vitiated the exercise of discretion in law6

7.

tribunals “…. in general tribunals adopt a more restrictive approach to making orders for costs 
than courts because they are concerned not to impede 

2 “The tribunal may, in its 
discretion, at any stage of the proceedings,  in relation to the payment of costs by 
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8. 
...

Communications Act 2003. In the case of  

 . 

costs will follow the event and “all will depend on [consideration of] the particular circumstances of the 
10 ; 

Bradford Metropolitan District 
11;

chilling effect 

10

Rediffusion Music Ltd v Phonographic Performance Ltd.
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risk of a costs order12

13 were all relevant factors for consideration, as was the 

14

“be in a 
15; and 

“desirable, in a technical sector such as that in the instant case, not to expose parties who sought to 
exercise their right of appeal to the tribunal to unduly onerous risks as to costs, in addition to their own 
costs which might already be substantial by virtue of the inherent complexity of the subject matter. 
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 (on the application 


