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Press Statement 

 

John Wight, President of the Chamber of Commerce, made the following announcement on behalf of the Chamber 

Executive.  

“Government has presented plans to develop a new terminal building for the Bermuda airport. With any project of 

this scale, there are many issues that must be addressed before a commitment to proceed. Is the proposed 

terminal required? Did Government conduct the business case appropriately and provide transparency in its 

decision making to ensure that the taxpayers in Bermuda will get value for money? 

In respect of whether Bermuda needs a new airport terminal, the Chamber Board and many of its members feels 

strongly that the answer is yes. The airport terminal provides a critical port of entry and exit for residents and 

guests alike. In fact, it is our primary link to the world. If Bermuda is serious about tourism and international 

business, it needs to ensure that it has a properly functioning facility that meets the needs of all of its passengers 

that go through it. Whether it be the very high maintenance costs or the risk that the current terminal poses for 

hurricane storm surge (as evidenced by what happened to the airport in 2003 following Hurricane Fabian), there is 

little question that Bermuda requires a new terminal. Our reputation as a modern and desirable business and 

tourism destination could be damaged for some time if we are not able to link to the world. And with a three or 

four year lead time before a new terminal is completed, if there was any doubt about a new terminal being needed 

today, there certainly wouldn't be in 2020 when the terminal would be completed if construction started in the 

next few months. 

The decision to contract with a reputable third party to build a new terminal and maintain it into the future for 

Bermuda is a reasonable one in the Chamber’s opinion. This transfers the risk of cost overruns and other 

unforeseen events from already overburdened taxpayers to the third party, and is similar to the model that was 

used when the new acute care wing of the hospital was constructed. 

The main area of concern with the airport terminal development model from the Chamber’s perspective that 

Government  has proposed, relates to its transparency and decision to choose the vendor that it has selected. 

Reputationally, the vendor chosen was a well considered choice. They, through their  primary  contractor; have 

successfully built many large infrastructure projects, including airports. Collectively, they have a proven track 

record. And they have the financial backing of the Canadian Government.  

What is not as clear is whether a formal request for proposal process should have been conducted in order to 

enhance transparency for the benefit of Bermudian taxpayers; to provide comfort and confidence that the vendor 

selected and procurement strategy was optimal for Bermuda. In addition to providing transparency, a proper 

request for proposal process creates competitive pressures on a bidder's proposed price. A competitive RFP would 

drive value for money and ensure that Bermuda gets the best deal. Without this competitive bidding process, we 

encourage Government to benchmark the terms of Bermuda's deal with comparative ones, to ensure value for 

money. 
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Overall, the conclusion of the Chamber of Commerce is that despite communication issues by Government that 

may have prevented the controversy surrounding this project, a new terminal for Bermuda is required, and the 

decision made by Government to proceed, a sound one. 
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