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Good morning. Thank you for coming. 
 
I am joined here with my colleagues so that you, members of the press, can ask any questions about this 
year’s Speech from the Throne or, indeed, about any issue before the Government. 
 
But first, I will make a few remarks about the aims of the Throne Speech, which, as you know, outlines 
Government’s legislative agenda for the year ahead. 
 
The Speech makes the point that Bermuda is a work in progress.  
 
Building a society that meets people’s needs and that empowers them to make the most of their lives 
takes time. 
 
The Government can’t do everything at once, and this is especially true given the constraints of soaring 
deficits and debt that we inherited in 2012. 
 
And so we’ve had to prioritise, deciding what activities can do the most good for the most people.  
 
Our first order of business as a Government was to do whatever we could to turn around the economy. 
We focused on that because economic turnaround held the potential to help more people more quickly 
than anything else. 
 
We’ve made significant progress since then, restoring confidence in Bermuda and its future. The 
economy is finally growing after years of decline and stagnation. 
 
Economic indicators are showing that what we are doing is what we should be doing, and that the Great 
Recession is finally over. What they don’t say – and what we know to be true – is that we still have a 
long way to go. Too many people continue to struggle, too many are not yet part of recovery, and it is 
for these people that we continue to work. 
 
The underlying focus of this year’s Throne Speech, then, continues to be the policies of recovery and 
hope we’ve put in place – completing the economic turnaround we were elected to bring about. 
 
And so we will push for shovels in the ground for a St George’s hotel early in 2016. We will push for 
resort developments to proceed at Ariel Sands and Morgan’s Point and for the completion of America’s 
Cup preparations at Dockyard. 
 
We will continue to maintain and grow international business sector because of its beneficial impact on 
Bermudian businesses and workers across the board. 
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And we will proceed with work to restore balance to the country’s finances – helping Bermuda get out 
of the mire reflected in Auditor General reports just tabled in the House of Assembly. This is a situation 
that will take generations to correct, but this Government has a responsibility to stabilise the situation 
now, as best we can, and a duty to ease the burden on generations of Bermudians not yet born. 
 
Parallel to this work, the Government will bring forward an array of progressive measures to improve 
quality of life. 
 
Social support programmes that have helped individuals and families weather recession will continue.  
 
There will be an expansion of human rights protections. 
 
We will pilot initiatives to ensure the care and protection of senior citizens and for persons with severe 
disabilities. 
 
We will protect and nurture the interests of children, in the home, at school and across the Island. 
 
We will continue with measures to make your government more accountable, more open and more 
transparent. 
 
We will take measures to protect people in our ever-expanding lives online and to restructure our 
energy future to make sure it is reliable, secure and affordable. 
 
We will do whatever is necessary to continue the positive trends in public safety. 
 
And we will grow democratic participation through absentee balloting. 
 
There is much to do to make Bermuda work better for its people.  
 
We are fully committed to the task, and we are confident we will progress the interests of the country in 
a tough and uncertain environment. 
 

We are an optimistic government. We believe in the future, and this speech represents our 
commitment to restore good fortune to the people of Bermuda.  
 
Thank you. 
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