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The Hon. R. Wayne Scott, JP, MP  
Minister of Education  

 
Press Conference School Consolidation  

April 22, 2015  

 

Good afternoon and thank you for coming. 
 
As you are aware, we recently concluded stakeholder and public consultation meetings 

regarding school consolidation and reorganization.  

The consultation was held to gather valuable input and information from parents, educators 

and other community members, and to listen to get an understanding of the concerns of our 

community.  

It has always been my intent as your Minister of Education to ensure that all decisions made are 

the best interests of our children and to create improved learning environments for our 

students.  

The Ministry is committed to get this right and not to rush toward a plan that could create more 

disruption than success. 

Therefore, I have listened and deeply considered the thoughtful comments, feedback, 

submissions and discussions on this important issue.  I have learned several things from this 

process, and one is that the difficult challenge of reorganization will be more successful if the 

education system is looked at from a system perspective.  In order to do so, more time is 

needed and stakeholders should have the opportunity to help support the difficult decision-

making process. 

The Ministry has taken a number of factors into consideration and we are now prepared to 

outline the next steps for 2015/2016 and the following year.  

In September 2015, two preschools will be amalgamated into two primary schools.  They are St 

David’s Preschool into St David’s Primary School and St John’s Preschool into Victor Scott 
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Primary School.  The preschool at Victor Scott will become Victor Scott Preschool, paying 

further homage to the work of the late Mr. Victor Scott, the first headmaster of Central School. 

It should be noted that the idea to merge the St David’s schools was brought to the Ministry by 

the preschool administrator and primary school principal. They collaborated to develop an 

amalgamation plan to make a smoother preschool-to-primary school transition for students, 

their parents and the community.  

I am happy to announce that the amalgamation of preschools will be the only changes for the 

upcoming academic year.  Therefore, there will be no primary school consolidations or closures 

for the 2015/16 academic school year.  I have determined that further work, collaboration and 

consultation are necessary before a final decision is made on public school reorganization and 

school closure.  This decision has been assisted by anticipated cost savings through the early 

retirement of several staff and other means.  

And so, in partnership with stakeholders, the Ministry of Education will take a more holistic 

approach to addressing this challenge. Over the next few months, additional research, criteria, 

and reviews will be undertaken in order to support a sound decision.  

This period of time will be used as an opportunity to review the condition of school facilities, 

the capacity of schools to accommodate additional students, special programme facilities, 

environmental factors, transportation and traffic considerations, the overall operating costs of 

schools, and the financial viability, sustainability and efficiency of primary schools.    

The Ministry also looks forward to further engaging stakeholders in the development of the 

school reorganization process so that they can contribute to and better understand the way 

forward.  Towards this end, a working group will be appointed to review and recommend a plan 

to move forward.    

 
The working group will be responsible for:  
  

i. Recommending schools for consolidation or closure for the 2016/2017 academic year 
and beyond; using the initial input of decreasing the number of primary schools by one 
primary school per zone; i.e. East, West, and Central 

ii. Recommending plans for improving the quality and consistency of programming across 
primary schools, keeping in mind the ideal or model school (e.g. structured sport, music 
and art programming, improved student services, etc.); and  

iii. Recommending opportunities for efficiencies and cost savings (e.g. more effective use of 
human resources, reduced maintenance costs, alternative building use, rent reductions, 
etc.).  
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Also, we are pleased to announce today that the registration process for preschool and primary 
school can now continue, and parents should expect that notification letters will be sent out by 
the end of April. 
 
I would like to thank parents, principals, teachers, Department of Education staff, school alumni 

and other community members, for your contribution to the consultation process.  I believe 

that together we have a genuine opportunity to improve student achievement and create 

stronger learning environments that will ultimately produce a school system of excellence.  

Thank you.  

 


