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‘On track, moving forward’ 
 

The Hon. Michael Dunkley, JP, MP, Party Leader, One Bermuda Alliance Spring 
Conference, April 11, 2015 

 
Thank you Chairman. 
 
Cabinet Colleagues, Members of the Legislature, Party officers, and special guests 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Diana Taylor, Youth Parliamentarians Theo Wolffe 
and Destinee Taylor and friends…  
 
I am delighted to be here with you tonight – friends, colleagues and supporters, 
who together in 2012 forged an election victory that will go down as one of the 
most important in our history. 
 
I say that because the election gave Bermuda the opportunity to reject calamity, 
change course and start moving toward recovery and renewal. 
 
It was a great achievement; one in which everyone here played a role, whether as 
a candidate or as a voter marking your ballot for a better Bermuda.  
That commitment to a better Bermuda remains as strong as ever because the 
work is far from finished. 
 
As Premier and Minister of National Security, I can say that not one hour of my 
life goes by that I am not thinking about what we can do to keep the Island 
moving forward.  
 
And I am not alone. 
 
There are scores of people within our ranks who share the sense of mission, and I 
want to take the opportunity tonight to acknowledge some of them: 
 

• There is the Party Executive headed by our ever-busy chairman Senator 
Lynne Woolridge.   

• There are the members of our caucus, from branch officers to regional 
chairs to candidates in 2012, whose readiness to serve represents the 
commitment the party needs to grow and flourish. 
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• There are our Parliamentarians – MPs and Senators, who stand with me on 
the frontlines of government pushing change for a better Bermuda. 

• I’m particularly pleased this evening to welcome two of our newest 
members – Senators Vic Ball and Georgia Marshall, who have already made 
a solid impact in the Senate.  

• Georgia and Vic are great additions to a Parliamentary team that I have 
watched develop and grow over the past two years. 

• And of course there are my Cabinet colleagues, who bring their best to the 
table every day and have become a seasoned, tight team. 
 

It is a privilege and honour to stand with them all. The chemistry is good, the 
mission understood and the pressure we feel – the pressure to succeed for the 
people – is good motivating pressure. 

 
Our work together has been one of steady achievement. And it could not have 
come at a more important time. 
 
We took over a Bermuda in dire straits:  

 
• Sagging under debt, addicted to deficits, shocked by crime, with 

unemployment and under-employment the casualties of a shrinking 
economy. 

 
• The pain in households across the community was real, and it remains real.    

 
Our priority was to get us out of the mess, to undo the damage and rebuild 
connections and confidence for jobs, opportunity and hope.  

 
Our goal is to get the Island on a path where Bermudians can see we are all in this 
together, that we stand or fall as one people, and that we have a duty to help and 
support one another – to make sure everyone gets the chance to participate and 
succeed. 
 
Maximum participation in the Bermuda Dream is the key, and it is up to us to 
show the way. 
 
We are now nearing the halfway mark in our first-term journey as government.  
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And I am here this evening to say I am proud of what we have achieved so far; 
that we are on track and moving forward. 
 
Our time in office has been one of Big Accomplishments and Big Strides toward 
making the Island work better for people. 

 
In two years, we’ve essentially rebuilt the economic foundation; putting in place 
conditions to stop the bleeding, reboot the engine and restore confidence in the 
Island. 
 
We’ve begun the massive job of right-sizing government to make it financially 
sustainable.  
 
This year’s Budget, before debt service, for example, will see the first current 
account balance in seven years. 
 
The goal is to balance the budget in three years.  
 
To do that we’ve raised taxes where possible and imposed stringent disciplines 
across all ministries, including spending reductions in some areas. 
 
The Opposition calls these “cuts for cuts’ sake”. Nothing could be more 
misleading. A Government that runs a budget deficit year after year is an 
unsustainable government.  
 
By the end of this Budget year, we will have reduced the annual deficit by roughly 
$110 million or 30%. This is progress we must make. 
 
Our rebuild of government finances also depends on a growing economy, and so 
we’ve worked hard to re-set the landscape for investment: 
 

• Setting up the Economic Development Committee to help eliminate red 
tape and fast-track job-creating developments. 

• Meeting with investors on both sides of the Atlantic to show that Bermuda 
is open for business. 



4 
 

• Putting the tourism industry under new management, with the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority fully engaged in restoring the Bermuda brand. 

• Working through helping agencies to support small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. 

• Expanding the Workforce Development Agency to help Bermudians retrain 
and find work. 

• Bringing forward gaming to facilitate hotel development. 
 
Through scores of initiatives and outreach, we’ve lined up more than $900 million 
in projects and activities for the next three years, from a new Airport to the 
America’s Cup – all of which will help restore balance to government finances 
and, more critically, rebuild our tourism industry and the economy. 

 
Jobs are key to all of this, and we are starting to see the “green shoots” that will 
grow them:  

 
• Planning applications and building permits are up about 20%, company 

formations are on the rise as are construction starts and retail sales. 
• Business confidence is up. 

 
We have worked in other ways to restore confidence and to lead by example: 
 

• Minister’s took a 10% pay cut in Year One  
• We reduced the GP fleet 
• We have the smallest Cabinet on record. 
• And the fewest political appointees and consultants in many years 

 
Elsewhere, the Government has made historic strides toward a more inclusive, 
accountable and fair Bermuda. 
 

• We outlawed discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
• We passed municipal reforms granting ratepayers the right to vote. 
• We made freedom of information a reality after years of talk and inaction, 

and published online the travel costs of ministers.  
• We tightened controls and increased penalties for businesses that violate 

hiring regulations. 
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We’ve pushed hard to make life more promising for people who need support 
and encouragement. 
 

• We are working behind the scenes through Team Street Safe and the 
Interagency Gang Task Force to reduce tensions in our communities. Gun 
crime is down significantly, and crime overall is down to levels not seen 
since 2000. 

 
• We provided Police with more protection and support, and the CCTV 

camera system is now fully operational, providing a new level of 
community cover Island-wide for security and law enforcement.  

 
• I am particularly pleased with the work being done with prison inmates 

through programmes to help them live free of crime after release – with 
the rate of recidivism at low levels. 

 
• More broadly, the number of people held in prison has dropped to new 

lows. These encouraging results are a testament to the good work being 
done in prisons and the community. 

 
• We launched the “Cash Back to Communities” programme last year, 

investing more than $200,000 in seized criminal assets in community clubs 
and counseling services. 

 
• We reformed the 911 system with ambulances stationed in the East and 

West ends of the Island to ensure faster response times for people in need 
of emergency help. 

 
• Our Community Driven Development programme, under the leadership of 

Juan Prado, has helped significant numbers of unemployed or 
underemployed women develop skills and abilities to help them become 
financially self-sufficient. The programme is now transitioning to the private 
sector – a move we support. 

 
• We are moving forward with a strong plan to tackle drink driving through 

roadside sobriety checks, and Police have increased their presence on the 
roads to uphold driving standards.  
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Taken together, the accomplishments I’ve listed are solid reasons to see the 
future with optimism, to shed negativity that too often is part of the 
conversation. 

 
Alas, it’s not so clear-cut. 

 
This brings me to politics today, and the two competing narratives that seem to 
be in a 24/7 struggle.  
 

• There is our positive view that believes in Bermudians, believes in the 
future and our collective ability to get there. 

 
• And then there is the grinding negativity of the PLP leadership, who offer 

nothing but aggression and spite, who attack to distract, who feed the 
cinders of historic mistrust whenever they can; who work to keep 
Bermudians apart.  

 
Amidst all their noise, it is interesting to note that the PLP has supported the vast 
majority of legislation the OBA Government has put forward. 
 
Two weeks ago in Senate, they chose not to vote against an Immigration Reform 
Bill despite organizing a protest that shut down the proceedings. 
 
That incident, and the PLP’s record of support for our legislative agenda, exposes 
their empty politics, which puts party first, party second and party third. 
 
It is a great disservice to Bermuda, especially when collaboration could help the 
Island’s recovery.  
 
Let me be very clear, we are willing to collaborate, but how can that happen with 
a party led by a man who has said there will be “no collaboration”? 
 
As members of the OBA, but more importantly as Bermudians who wish to move 
forward, I urge you to call them out. Make them account for their politics.  
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Don’t just leave it to your government. Get vocal when you see the need. Play 
your part. 
 
As I close I want to reiterate what I think many of you may feel: 
 

• Bermuda is turning the corner, moving in the right direction, but we have 
miles to go before we get to a place that works for everyone. 
 

• Maximum participation will help us get there. The more people feel part of 
something, the more we have a chance to build something special. 

 
• The renewal of Bermuda’s economy is the opportunity for us all. Let’s use 

it to set standards that show the system is open, fair and working for 
everyone.  

 
• In succeeding – and yes I have every confidence we will succeed based on 

the momentum we are building – then we have an historic opportunity to 
change the Island’s political dynamic, to break down mistrust that keeps 
people apart, to show everyone a government that’s in their corner. 
 

So my friends, we have been called.  
 

This is our time, this is our opportunity. Let’s complete the promise of this great 
Island. 
 
 Thank you. 
 


