
(a) the required application fee;
(b) a copy of the notice of the Director that the name of the applicant has been entered in 

the Adopter’s Register, pursuant to section 6 of the Act;
(c) 

order, access order, enforcement order, garnishment order, care order, or supervision 
order;

(d) a copy of any agreement relating to maintenance of or access to the child;
(e) a copy of a report on the health of the child prepared by a registered medical practitioner 

the date of the application;
(f) a copy of any agreement for continuing contact made pursuant to section 14(2) of the 

Act;
(g) 

Immigration and Protection Act 1956 for the child to enter, remain and reside in 

(h) 

(i) the completed application form; and

(ii) the documents referred to in subparagraphs (b) to (g).

attains the age of eighteen years.

Application for approval to bring child into Bermuda for adoption
6 (1)  An application to the court for approval, pursuant to section 47 of the Act, to bring a child 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) An application shall be made by the prospective adoptive parent in Form 2, and accompanied 

 
(a) (a) (b)the required application fee;
(b) a copy of the notice of the Director that the name of the prospective adoptive parent 

has been entered in the Adopter’s Register;
(c) 
(d) 

attested;
(e) 

adoption by the prospective adoptive parent, pursuant to section 47(2)(e) of the Act;
(f) 

 
(i) the completed application form; and

(ii) the documents referred to in paragraphs (b) to (e).

attains the age of eighteen years.
 

Application for order to transfer child out of Bermuda for adoption
7 (1)   An application for an order, pursuant to section 48 of the Act, to transfer the care and custody 

(a) the required application fee;
(b) a copy of the notice of the Director that the name of the proposed adopter overseas 

has been entered in the Adopter’s Register;
(c) 

court);
(d) a copy of the documents referred to in regulation 9(2) of the Regulations;
(e) 
(f) 

the proposed adopter overseas for the purpose of adoption, pursuant to section 11 of 
the Act;

(g) 
(h) 

proposed adopter overseas resides for the child to enter the country or territory for the 

(i) 
(i) the completed application form; and

(ii) the documents referred to in paragraphs (b) to (h).

attains the age of eighteen years.
 

Court to appoint Minister as guardian ad litem

appoint the Minister to act as guardian ad litem of the child, pursuant to section 61(2) of the Act.
 

3.

(a) the application form and the accompanying documents;

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

 (4)  The Minister may delegate the duties of guardian ad litem to such professional counsellor as 

Family Services.

(a) a report of the results of any investigation undertaken by the Director pursuant to section 
6(3) of the Act;

(b) the documents referred to in section 31 of the Act;
(c) any other evidence or information pursuant to section 32(2) of the Act;
(d) any reports ordered by the court pursuant to section 33 of the Act;
(e) the information or documents provided by the parent or guardian to the Director under 

(f) copies of any information or documents received from a public authority or accredited 
body under regulation 7(1) or, as the case may be, regulation 10(1) of the Regulations;

(g) any report prepared by the Director pursuant to regulation 7(3) or, as the case may be, 
regulation 10(3) of the Regulations.

 (2)  Pursuant to section 34 of the Act, the court may direct or impose conditions relating to access 

Setting date of hearing
10 The court must, as soon as practicable after it appoints the Minister to act as guradian ad litem, 

Notice to applicant of hearing
11 (1)  The court must serve notice of the hearing on the applicant in Form 4.

notice shall require the applicant to ensure the personal attendance of the child at the hearing.

Notice to respondents of hearing

(a) the child, if the child is at least 7 years of age and has the capacity to understand and 
appreciate the nature of the application;

(b) each parent of the child, or the guardian of the child;

(c) the proposed adopter overseas;

(d) the Director;

(e) the Minister, acting as guardian ad litem;

(f) any other person ordered by the court to give their consent pursuant to section 15(1) of 
the Act;

(g) 
agreement;

(h) 

(i) 

application.

 (2)  The court must serve notice of the hearing on the respondents in Form 5.

or agent of that body to be heard on its behalf at the hearing or at any related proceedings.

Service of notice of hearing

(a) delivering the notice personally;

(b) 
residence;

(c) 
method of registered delivery;

(d) 

 
 (2)  Paragraph (1) does not apply to the parent or guardian of the child, the child, or the proposed 
adopter overseas.

reports provided under the Act, pursuant to section 34 of the Act.
 

(a) 
(b) 

(i) any direction or condition imposed by the court relating to access; and 
(ii) any request that the previous identity or parentage of the child be kept secret

Procedure during hearing
16 (1)  Every application and any related proceeding shall be heard in private.

 (2)  Where the previous identity or parentage of the child is intended to be kept secret, the court 

identity or parentage of the child.
 
 (3)  Where the court requires proof that a document relates to the child, any fact tending to 

 

at the hearing to prove that fact must not be compelled unless the fact is disputed, or for some special 

 

application is postponed the court may, after giving the applicant and each respondent an opportunity to 

(a) 

(b) 

Determining application for adoption order

after the personal attendance before the court of the applicant and all the respondents, and each have 
been given an opportunity to be heard.
 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(i) 

adoption order should be made; or

(ii) 
order should be made.

(a) 

and
(b) the Director shall notify the public authority or accredited body that the child has been 

adopted.

Determining application to bring child into Bermuda for adoption
18 (1)  The court shall not determine an application made under rule 6 for approval to bring a child 


