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Press Statement 

 
By  

 
Senator The Hon. Nalton S. Brangman, JP 

Minister of Education 
 

Consultation on Proposed Amendments to the Education Act 1996 
 

Date: Wednesday September 18th, 2013 
 
Good afternoon ladies and gentleman.  
 
Today I am launching public consultation on proposed changes to the Education Act 1996.  It 
represents our need to appropriately engage parents and the community in improved student 
achievement. 
 
In 2012, the Supreme Court ruled that Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs) of maintained 
schools – that is schools owned and funded almost exclusively by the Government - must be 
treated as boards of governors as prescribed in the Education Act 1996.  This occurred after two 
Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs) disagreed with the transfers of their principals.  
 
These transfers were intended for the purposes of school and system improvement, but were 
determined to be null and void by the Supreme Court.   
 
The Ministry was therefore unable to transfer principals, because the Supreme Court ruled that 
it had a duty to first consult with PTAs. However, teachers were transferred without any legal 
challenges by PTAs. 
 
This year the Ministry successfully consulted two PTAs of schools who needed new principals. It 
also attempted to transfer teachers, in the best interests of children and schools for: 

 Professional growth and development of staff; 

 To help share experience and knowledge of teaching staff between schools; 
and  

 To promote balance between schools.  
 

PTAs of a few schools complained, citing the previous years’ Supreme Court ruling.  And, 
although the Ministry tried to resolve the issue with PTAs, in the end, teachers could not be 
transferred because the Ministry had not consulted with each affected PTA. 
 
Parents and other members of the public should be aware that the full implications of the 
Supreme Court ruling go well beyond staffing, in that PTAs of maintained schools must be 
treated as boards of governors as per the Education Act 1996.  
As required by the Supreme Court ruling, they must be given the same responsibilities assigned 
to boards of governors of maintained schools.  
 
In addition to advising the Minister of Education on policy matters related to the school, PTAs 
would have to: 



2 

 

 Consider the appointment of principals and teachers into and out of the 
school; 

 Manage and administer all of the financial affairs of the school; 

 Manage and administer all of the maintenance of the premises of the school;  

 Employ staff to help manage and administer the maintenance of school, if 
deemed necessary,; and  

 Engage in other functions as determined by the Minister. 
 
This means that PTAs would be given responsibility for managing millions of dollars of public 
money. They would have to carry out school maintenance, which includes safety and health for 
students and school staff, and would also be entitled to sufficient personnel information of 
principals and teachers to make informed decisions on recommendations for staffing changes. 
 
I do not believe that already busy parents want to take on these responsibilities with the 
required time and effort, but that they want better communication, more information, and 
more meaningful involvement in improving their children’s education.  
Therefore, I am asking the public to consider two options for changing the Education Act 1996: 
 
One option is to establish and implement school advisory councils for every maintained school. 
School advisory councils are a means of creating school-to-community connections, engaging 
parents and assisting schools to improve student achievement.   
 
The second, but preferred option is to amend the Education Act 1996 to remove boards of 
governors for maintained schools. 
 
In their place would be a new relationship with PTAs that is focused on student achievement 
and school improvement. This relationship would be enshrined through a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that would be largely focused on the role of parent participation in 
school improvement. It would give all parents equal access to relevant achievement-related 
information and direct participation in school improvement.  

 
These proposals are presented in a consultation document available at www.moed.bm.   
 
And, as the purpose of the consultation is to gain the best possible outcome for children, I want 
parents and the community to give their own views about how they want to be involved in 
improving schools for all children.   

 
Persons can also hear more and share their own insights at public meetings which will be held 
on: 

October 2nd  
October 8th and  
October 10th. 

 
They can also: 

Email submissions to educationconsultation@moed.bm,  
Provide them directly by mail, or by hand or contact the Ministry directly 

 
The consultation will close on November 15th, 2013 to allow me to make a final decision on 
proposed changes during this Parliamentary Year. 
 
This consultation process will also overlap with the Inclusive and Special Education consultation 
which is already underway. 
 
In closing, I hope that parents and the community realize that they are one of Bermuda’s 
greatest assets. This is because parental involvement is a key factor in improved student 
achievement.  I therefore propose that the involvement of parents and the community be 
harnessed to help the Ministry of Education and schools get it right for every child. 
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