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Planned Repatriation of the Issuing of British Overseas Territory Passports to the United 
Kingdom 

 

Madam President, the purpose of this statement today is to advise Senate colleagues of plans by the 
UK Government to transfer the printing of British Overseas Territory Citizen (BOTC) passports to the 
United Kingdom.  
 
In October 2010 the UK Government, via the Identity and Passport Service (IPS), introduced a new 
UK passport design with improved security measures for British Citizens.  Phase one of the 
implementation of the new design affected UK citizens only. 
 
To this end, future plans include the centralization of the printing of passports for British Overseas 
Territory Citizens.  Essentially, the plan is that BOTC passports will be printed in the UK and not 
within each jurisdiction as is currently the case.  Affected territories include: Anguilla, Ascension 
Islands, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, 
Pitcairn, St. Helena Islands, Tristan da Cunha, and Turks & Caicos Islands. 
 
Madam President, as this is a complex issue with many factors, the Overseas Territories Consultancy 
Council mandated that a programme be initiated to scope, develop, agree, and implement a robust 
solution to transition the BOTC passport issuing arrangements in the BOTs to the new UK passport 
design.  
 
In early 2011, a working group was set up to discuss and devise a plan for a new service of 
repatriating the printing of BOTC passports. Representing officers, consisting of senior officials in 
Overseas Territory Governments and members of Governors’ offices, were identified by each 
territory.  
 
As the processing of BOTC passports in Bermuda comes under the remit of the Department of 
Immigration, the Chief Immigration Officer, the Assistant Chief Immigration Officer and the Personal 
Services Manager represent Bermuda on the working group.  
 
The Executive Officer of Government House is also on the team.  



Due to geographical challenges, the working group does not meet face-to-face but rather have been 
working through this issue via scheduled monthly and/or quarterly teleconferences. 
 
Madam President, on average, the Department of Immigration issues 7,000 BOTC passports (adults 
and children) per year. Under the proposed programme, the responsibility for the application 
process will remain with the BOTs but the passport personalization, printing and dispatch will take 
place centrally in the UK.  Establishing this end to end solution means that the Department of 
Immigration (along with all other BOTs) must replace its current application processing system with 
a solution that fully supports the application approval process and which links securely to the IPS 
production system in the UK. 
 
It is understood that Bermudians travel for any number of reasons. Commensurate with frequent 
travel activity, one of the reasons Bermudians travel abroad is for medical attention and the 
requirement can be at short notice, on an urgent basis. To this end, a primary concern shared 
amongst the BOTs is how emergency documents would be produced.  
 
While the Department of Immigration does not issue Emergency Travel Documents (ETD), it 
currently has the ability to produce passports for bona fide medical emergencies within one (1) 
business day. The repatriating of BOTC passports back to the UK will result in serious implications for 
Bermuda; particularly as it relates to emergency medical travel.  
 
Madam President, a roll-out date for the repatriation of passport production and printing to the UK 
has been set for December 2014.   
Notwithstanding, the working group has put forward several proposals that would see the BOTs 
retain passport printing or at minimum, retain the ability to provide for bona fide emergencies.   
 
Given the implications of the planned change, the Bermuda Government has taken the decision to 
place this matter on the BOTC agenda and to assume a leadership role in arriving at a solution that is 
in the best interest of Bermuda and all other BOTCs.  Ideally, this would mean retaining the ability to 
print Bermuda passports in Bermuda. 
 
As we move forward, I will endeavour to keep Senate colleagues and the general public updated on 
this issue. 
 
Thank you Madam President. 

 

 


