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RACE RELATIONS AND H.E. GOVERNOR LALGIE 
Over the years that CURB has been serving Bermudians, we have found that politics can lead to very 
different interpretations of Race Relations in Bermuda. The one constant (as born out in our most recent 
survey), is Bermudians overwhelmingly agree that Race Relations needs constant monitoring and 
improvement. As a result, we have found that being non-partisan produces more diverse participation in 
workshops/training, and solutions are more innovative. 
 
Accordingly, we reached out to the new Governor (legislatively non-partisan) when she arrived seeking 

to pay a courtesy call and speak about Race Relations in Bermuda generally. We had great expectations 

given H.E. was Bermuda’s first Black governor; regrettably, our request and subsequent correspondence 

did not receive a reply from H.E. the Governor.   It was disappointing but CURB will continue to pursue 

racial equality in our Society. 

 
OFFICIALLY CUT TIES? 
CURB believes Independence is a natural progression for a modern, mature democracy, and while there 
may be reasons for and against, the death of the Monarch should not in itself be a trigger for 
Bermudians to pursue independence. However, as the issue of ‘independence’ is both a pragmatic and 
emotional one, it is understandable why some would tie the death of the Monarch to a change in 
Bermuda’s status. 
 
It has been argued that some of those who oppose independence only do so because they appreciate 

Victorian-style nostalgia and have a perception that Bermuda should be ‘Little England’. We have been 

settled since 1612, we have our own constitution, laws, traditions, currency, and culture; and frankly it is 

very difficult to see how being a colony or overseas territory benefits Bermuda in any tangible way. 

Even still…if Bermudians want independence, it should be because the majority of Bermudians want it, 

at a time when Bermudians feel it is the best strategic and suitable moment, and on terms that 

Bermudians want. It is far too important to pursue due to an external factor that has very little bearing 

on Bermuda’s actual future. 

 
APOLOGIES/REPARATIONS 
The issue of reparations is a complex one. On the one hand the UK Government paid slaveholders 
compensation for ‘loss of property’ but did nothing to assist Bermudians who had been enslaved to 
begin a new life. Fairness and equity, in recognition of the horrors of slavery, could dictate reparations 
be paid. In some ways that stance is like the call for reparations that we see in the US. 
 
On the other hand, successive Bermudian Governments know exactly which Bermudian families were 

paid slave compensation and how much money they received. Governments also know the descendants 



of those slave-holding families, know the businesses that those funds launched, and the exact names of 

the enslaved Bermudians and their descendant families. Given all that information and data is known, 

accessible, and easily compiled, why haven’t reparations been pursued from local families and 

companies that benefited from slave compensation, regardless of the UK’s stance? This is not a call for 

local reparations, instead it is just context for what is a very serious matter. 

The Queen’s failure to apologise for the institution of slavery, the fact that she wore a crown with stolen 

jewels, the fact that the inequality of the modern world was born of the slave-world, and the fact that 

the British Museum proudly houses and displays artefacts stolen and otherwise acquired during 

colonialism and slavery; apologising for her family’s and country’s role, particularly to former and 

current colonies might have made her reign more progressive than how it is perceived by many. 

SLAVERY/COLONIALISM 
In Bermuda, colonialism led to slavery, which led to inequality, which led to enduring, systemic racism. 
The Westminster system further exacerbated inequality and racism as the divisions that began as 
political, eventually became racial and class divisions. The system has been a source of division, but the 
UK retains it in its colonies, as the ‘first past the post’ system produces strong governments and weak 
oppositions. This allowed London to maintain control over far flung lands by controlling the government. 
 
Neither the late Monarch nor the UK government have been proactive in helping to heal Bermuda’s 

division caused by slavery and colonialism, as such many Black Bermudians simply do not see the Royal 

Family as symbols of equality, goodness, etc. Frankly, singing a national anthem with the words “long to 

reign over us” in 2022 might be problematic for some British people who live in Britain; it can possibly be 

seen as irrelevant to people who live thousands of miles away and do not have an anthem celebrating 

its own 400-year-old history, traditions, and its people.  

 
MODERN RACISM BORN OF PAST COLONIALISM AND SLAVERY  
This is not to say there have not been social advances due to the UK’s ownership of Bermuda. The fact of 

Emancipation (albeit slavery was instituted by the British), a Constitution (even England does not have 

one), and stability born of the English Common Law and Legal System were all developments that aided 

Bermuda; when used appropriately. One other example that might not be as well-known is the 

evolution of Bermudians and UK university fees. 

E.G. In the late 1980s or early 1990s, at the behest of a Bermudian Cabinet Minister, the Bermuda 

Government instigated conversations with the UK Government about a discrepancy in tuition fees for 

higher education. At the time, although all Bermudians purportedly had the same ‘colony’ immigration 

status, Black Bermudians were paying “international” fees for university while white Bermudians were 

paying “UK” fees due to familial relationships with British people who live in Britain. The 2 Governments 

met and created the ‘UK Differential’ whereby the Governments would divide the difference between 

UK and International fees and all Bermudians paid the same tuition regardless of race. Now, in 2022, all 

British Nationals (including Bermudians) are entitled to “Home Fee Status” allowing every Bermudian to 

pay the same tuition as British people who live in Britain. 

 
SUMMARY 



The relationship is quite complex and goes through cycles of tensions and ease depending on whether 
Bermuda’s interests’ conflict or align with Britain’s, and there is a latent racial dynamic given colonialism 
and Bermuda’s past. Some would say independence is as inevitable as young people moving out of their 
parent’s home to face the real world; others feel ‘if it isn’t broken why try to fix it’. Regardless of 
Bermuda’s international status, all Bermudians and Residents can contribute to making a better 
Bermuda…one where skin colour favours no-one. 


