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a satellite police office that is staffed whenever the 
cruise ships are in port. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been much discussion 
around the relocation of the eastern police station 
from Southside to the old town. Mr. Speaker, opinions 
may be divided on this issue, but any such move must 
consider the following: 

• There is no need to operate from Southside
Police Station and from within the town at the 
same time, nor would it be efficient or eco-
nomic to do so. Only one location, either/or 
the other, should be considered. 

• There is a long-term rental agreement with the
BLDC for Southside, and this building also 
houses the Forensic Crime Unit of the Ber-
muda Police Service, so we will see no cost 
savings. However, there could be other police 
units that could be relocated to Southside, 
and cost savings might be met on other cur-
rent rentals. This is particularly interesting, as 
we are going through the budget at this cur-
rent time. 

• Additionally, Mr. Speaker, the old police sta-
tion in St. George’s is neither habitable nor fit 
for purpose, nor is it large enough. None of 
the many refurbishments have managed to fix 
the multitude of problems, including a leaking 
roof and rotting joists. This location, in my 
view, is not likely an option. 

• I am advised that other locations were con-
sidered, including the Somers Play House and 
the old Youth Centre on Water Street. There 
might well be other suitable buildings. Factors 
must be considered—location, satisfactory 
parking, adequate size to accommodate staff 
and equipment, and the general health and 
safety requirements must all be considered. 

• Mr. Speaker, whilst a custody suite is not
mandatory, if one is to be included, it must 
comply with the requirements of the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) as it re-
lates to the safe custody of detained persons, 
which includes bedding, CCTV, climate con-
trol, security and safety concerns. 
Mr. Speaker, the Commissioner has made it 

clear to me that the BPS is not tied to Southside as an 
operating facility and they have no objections to mov-
ing the police station. This, of course, is if we consider 
that police officers are to be moved into an appropri-
ately fitted building that properly supports the policing 
operations.  

Mr. Speaker, I felt it necessary to inform this 
most Honourable House of these considerations and 
to assure the people of St. George’s that these issues 
are on the front burner. This Ministry will continue to 
work with the Commissioner to determine the best 
policing plan to support St. George’s, providing a solu-
tion that inspires confidence, serves the growing town 
well, and is economically viable for the long term. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
The last Statement this morning will be that of 

Minister Burch. Minister Burch, you have the floor. 

GARBAGE COLLECTION AND TYNES BAY 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, good 
morning, and thank you for your indulgence. I hope 
not to make it a habit. 

Mr. Speaker, I am gradually visiting the satel-
lite locations of the various departments that comprise 
the Ministry of Public Works. To date, I have had the 
opportunity to meet with the various department 
heads and have visited and met with frontline staff at 
Ministry Headquarters, Public Lands and Buildings, 
Works and Engineering, the Marsh Folly Depot—
comprising waste management, highways, disposal 
section, and parks. As well, Mr. Speaker, I have had 
the opportunity to visit the Departments of Land Valu-
ation, Land Title Registration, BHC [Bermuda Housing 
Corporation], BLDC [Bermuda Land Development 
Company Ltd.] and WEDCO [West End Development 
Corporation]. There are still several areas to visit, in-
cluding the Quarry, Tynes Bay, Botanical Gardens, 
Sally Port Depot, Tulo Valley, the Water Section, and 
the Prospect Depot.  

Those visits will continue over the next few 
weeks, but specifically I rise this morning to report 
briefly on two areas—Tynes Bay Waste-to-Energy 
Facility and Waste Management. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a need to make an ulti-
mate decision on the future of the Tynes Bay Waste-
to-Energy Facility for the construction of a third stream 
or a further refurbishment, either of which will need to 
take place within the next three years in order for the 
plant to remain reliable. We are commissioning a 
study to do an analysis of timelines, options, and, of 
course cost to explore which is more beneficial in the 
long term. The costs are significant for either option, 
along with the likely requirement for extensive space 
for baled garbage for an extended period during con-
struction.  

Concurrently, Mr. Speaker, the restructuring 
of the operations and management section is currently 
under way to create more efficiency and clarity of re-
sponsibilities. [The focus is] on plant competency for 
the operations team to raise the bar on good practic-
es. We are currently short four operator positions due 
to attrition and staff leaving generally for higher com-
pensation, as one reason. Plans are afoot to launch 
both a new cohort of Bermudian trainees next year (in 
conjunction with [the Department of] Workforce De-
velopment), as well as the recruitment of four over-
seas power engineers to fill gaps while this training 
occurs. 

Mr. Speaker, we lose staff to BELCO more 
and more, as our compensation mechanisms fail to 
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